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„ upon which the 

merit of the following argument doth in 

ſome meaſure depend, hath of late years 

been degraded into the loweſt place of 
nevof; and hath been treated by ſome, as altogether 
fanciful and inconcluſive. By zhe/e it is called a ne- 
dum for proving quodlibet ex quolibet, and ſome fri- 
volous, not to ſay ridiculous applications of it have 
brought it frequently into contempt. But, in this 
caſe, as well as others, men of perverſe imaginations 
will reaſon from abuſe againſt uſe, from particulars 
to generals, eſpecially in matters, where the intereſt- 
ing truths of religion are concerned, or may be af- 
fected by inferences: and concluſions thus drawn, It 
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is certain that Jews, infidels and 3 have been 
ſorely galled by the weapons and forces, which have 
been furniſhed from this topic of argumentation. 
Hence, it is not wonderful, that perſons, who feel 
and ſmart under the effects of this power, ſhould en- 
deavour to diſcourage the uſe of it, by aſſerting, that 
all reaſoning from it is vague and uncertain, depend- 
ing frequently upon whimſical conjectures, and flow- 
ing from a quick apprehenſion and readineſs of wit, 
rather than from true principles, and a ſound folid, 
judgment. But it is amazing to obſerve, how ſuch . 
inſinuations and devices ſhould fucceed amongſt Chriſ- 
tians, and be embraced by ſuch, as have their eyes 
open, and the book of life before them. But that it 
is ſo, I have experienced in my converſations with 
ſome, even of my own profeſſion. © In theſe, I have 
met with the objections above ſet down, upon the 
ſtrength of which, the objectors declared for a total 
4 diſuſe of this topic, and for caſting this weapon out of 
wh | the Chriſtian armory. And when the uſe and con- 
2 We clufive force it had, when alledged in the 88. where 
„ | | it is explanatory of the higheſt points in religion, was 
"MI urged, and that it was: the firſt method of inſtructing 
_ +» 2 . che ſons of God, * as ap- 
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pears from numerous inſtances, theſe men behaved as 
though they were ignorant of theſe inſtances, or had 


not given the leaſt attention to them. But no reply 


could be made, where the declarations of the Holy 
Ghoſt had decided the point. And if fooliſh or wick- 
ed men. will build ſtubble upon ſuch a foundation, 
their works muſt totter and ſink; but the foundation 
of the Lord that ſhall fand. And if this method of 
enquiry, and: coming..at.a-fuller-and more ſatisfactory 
diſcovery of many important truths, was purſued, un- 
der proper rules of inveſtigation, diſcreetly applied, 
great helps, I am confident, might be had from it, in 


explaining the mediatorial ſcheme, and the doctrines 


of Chriſtianity, ſince the choiceſt treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge lie hid in the firſt names of men and 
things. Innumerable proofs might be produced, un- 
deniably proving what is here obſerved. But this is 


not a place for them; and I have no inclination or 


intention to give the world any farther trouble. Who- 


ever will endeavour to open the meaning of the names 


of places in the holy land, which were given them 


by the children of 1/-ae/ upon their firſt taking poſ- 


ſeſſion. of them, as is hinted in what I have ſaid up- 
on the word Idalah, may convince himſelf of the 
vi | truth 
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truth of what I have ſuggeſted upon this point, and 
may find, in this operation, no unentertaining em- 


ployment. For this exerciſe will ſerve, not only the 
purpoſes of religion, but likewiſe to fatisfy any. curi- 
ous enquirer, concerning the fituation, productions, 
diſtinguiſhing properties or peculiarities &c. of the 
ſeveral parts and places of the holy land, better than 
{criptions. This may be tried by comparing the ori- 


ginal words, rightly analyſed, with the beſt accounts | 


that are given by ſuch travellers, as have been upon 

the ſpot, and deſerve credit by general conſent, and 
by trying the ee other; ene 
deſcriptions, and other good counts of them. 

Whether this kind of probation ought to be diſ- 
credited and lightly eſteemed, becauſe it may be ri- 
diculed with applauſe, and not able to ſtand 
Lord Shaftſbury's teſt and touchſtone of truth and 
right reaſon, muſt be ſubmitted to the judgment of 
the thinking and ſerious part of mankind. Such will 
conſider, that there are very few, if any, points of re- 
ligion, that may not, I with I could ſay, that have 


not been ridiculed by men of light heads and bad 


hearts, the Lucians and facetious drolls of their reſpec- 


tive 


** 
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tive ages, with the approbation of multitudes of the 
ſame turn and diſpoſition. Theſe witlings may be al- 
lowed to pleaſe themſelves, in bantering the far fetch- 
ed derivations, and trifling labours of ſuch, as try to 
reſolve the obſolete compound words of human lan- 
guages into their original conſtituent parts, in order 
to account for the meaning, which they ſeem to con- 
vey at preſent. Men, I fay, may be at liberty to treat 
theſe with more freedom, though the ſerious conjec- 
tures of learned men upon ſubjects only philological, 
vill be received and treated with becoming reſpect by 
learned men, though they may not be approved of 
by them. But when God himſelf hath given names, 
aſſigning the reaſon in their etymology, the appli- 
cation of this teſt of ridicule will ſurely be a dan- 
gerous experiment, if not a ſin againſt the H. Ghoſt, 
inaſmuch as it is no other, than a contemptuous 
treatment of his book. The learned Hulfius ſays, in 
bis oration upon the Hebrew tongue, that fix hun- 
dred inſtances of this way of communicating know- 
ledge, in the etymology of biblical Hebrew words, 
may be produced. The fame great man infers like- 
_ wiſe the primevity of the Hebrew language, as we 
now find it in our bibles, from the uſe of etymolo- 
oY, 
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gy, as it appears in the books of the inſpired writers, 
whereby they convey. to the human intellect, the na- 
ture, properties, end and deſign of things and per- 
ſons. Tranſlating loſeth the ſenſe which is conveyed — Y 
by analyſing the original expreſſion, where it is ca- I 
pable of being divided. The words of this language =_ 
are ſo divinely formed, that they are their own guard, 
and carry their own preſervation in their very frame 
and ſubſtance, ſo that the leaſt alteration, in their 
compoſition, plainly declares any injury or wrong that 
may be done them. If therefore the words now ex- 
hibited in the firſt ſacred code, give us, in their ana- 
lyſis and etymology, that very ſenſe and meaning, 
which 1 in them, and no o- 
ther words, ſubſtituted in their room will do it, ſuch 
words miſt» indiſputably and: demonſtrably have been 
1 the language uſed by the Holy Ghoſt, the original 
=. underived language, always ſubſiſting in. the ſame 
; | beautiful, durable ſtate, whereir providence hath pre- 1 
3 ſerved it, from its firſt uſe in paradiſe, when the E- 5 3 
Me | _ bohim converſed with our firſt parents in it, and ena- BP 
bled them to underſtand it, for all the purpoſes of 
their being, to its preſent mode of exiſtence in the 
Hebrew code. It may be added, for a demonſtra- 


tion 


1 
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tion of the ſupreme dignity and preeminence of this 
language, that it was uſed by God's own people, 


more or leſs, during a courſe of 4000 years and up- 
wards, and by our Lord himſelf even after his aſcen- 
| Gon, as we are infallibly aſſured by St. Paul. For in 
his ſpeech before king Agrippa Acts XXVI. 14. 15. 
he ſays that our bleſſed Saviour himſelf ſpake to him 
in the Hebrew language at the time, and upon the 
_ occaſion of his converſion. And as this was the ori- 
ginal language wherein the firſt revelation was made, 
lif the word i οο. &c. be Hebrew, ſo will it be I 
ſuppoſe the univerſal language at the coneluſion of 
the Chriſtian ſyſtem or ſeculum. This appears from 
Zephaniah III. 8, 9. if our tranſlators have _ the 
ſenſe of the original. 28 
The peculiar — of chis andy may like- 
HE de inn dee e Brat, ſince it muſt ſur- 
vive the general conflagration, when all human wri- 
tings will be conſumed. Bur the word of our God being 
the language of the Holy Ghoſt, ſball fand for ever, 
as he who cannot lie hath more than once declared 
in his own books. If. 19. 18. Not even the leaſt let- 
ter | Jud or Iota] or the leaſt turning or flexion of 
any letter [za corn] wherewith the law or will of 
= 5 God 
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God is recorded, ſhall fail or paſs away, ſo that any 
part may be diminiſhed or taken away from ſuch law 
or revealed will — amv Tv ws. EI 
I When the Arabick language, wherein the religion 
| 8 of Anti-chrift is recorded, can produce ſuch creden- 
* tials, its pretenſions to the firſt rank, as being the 
moſt ancient and perfect language, may be conſider- 
ed. By Anti-chriſt, I mean, upon apoſtolical autho- 
thority, that falſe prophet and his followers who deny 
the Father and Son 1 Fobn II. 22. that is, who deny 
that relation which the -perſons in the engt ber 0 
each other as exhibited to us; upon which founda- 
tion the Chriſtian religion is built. Let the people, 
who are advocates for the higher origin and antiqui- 


ty of any other language, make ſome. fair experi- 
ments this way. But they muſt not call Hebrew 


words, or the corruptions of them Arabich, as a lan- 
vain potato wg es n 
guiſed, in order to conceal their avs birth ed ori- 5 | L 
ginal, as their own legitimate offspring, which Hu. A 
n N 7 
FD Smegma orientals, as will ſoon, I hope, appear from | 
n | „ eee 
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a detection of many other frauds and abuſes of the 
ſame nature. But dividing the child will be a means 
of diſcovering the true mother, who, in his caſe, 
will appear to be ſuch by n to the propoſed 
5 iq 

Upon the whole we may ſafely, I think, — 
upon this divine plan, for the ſake of enlarging and 
advancing our religious knowledge, provided we take 
care, that, in our progreſs, we never tranſgreſs or de- 
viate from the well known lines and limits of reveal- 
ed truths, which have been marked out, as ſuch, by 
Chriſt's holy catholick church. If we are to give up 
proofs of this nature, becauſe ignorant and wicked 
men have perverted and abuſed them, by a falſe imi- 
tation, thereby expoſing them to the ſcoffs of drolls 
and buffoons, we may ſoon part with the object and 
ſubject of our religion: ſince there have been Gods 
many, and many ſtrange ways of worſhip, which have 
been ſucceſsfully and honeſtly ridiculed. But falſe 
Gods are a proof of the true Elohirs, and falſe religi- 
ons of a true one: fo falſe and ridiculous etymolo- 
gies are ſtrong preſumptive proofs, that the firſt and 
moſt ancient was a true and ſerious kind of evidence. 


Whether I have made a proper or improper uſe of 
% this 
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this lople of 1 — in the following tract, 


muſt be ſubmitted to the determination of candid 
of the cenſors of theſe times, that the ſubject matter 
of the following tract, at leaſt the method and man- 
ner of treating it, is new and ſtrange. Religion i 
general, it is plauſibly ſaid, may be ſufficiently" de- 
fended by the arguments and ume c com- 
monly made uſe of, and that new experiments, ii 
ſuch matters, may be dangerous, 
from that advantageous prot 
well choſen for our ſecurity, that the army of the li- 
ving God need not fear any enemy while it maintains 
might” have been urged ſome years ago more ſeaſon- 
ably and pertinently; than at preſent, when it was 
thought neceſſary to defend religion, by introdi 
mathematical principles, and metaphyſical — 
tions, whereupon to build its auguſt fabrick. Serip- 
ture proofs, its only ſure ſupport, were then, and 
have been ſince, err to give place to human re. 
roy inventions. 
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4 The ſcripture doctrine of a covenant between God 
the Father and God the Son, was called. new and 


ſtrange many years ago, by a particular ſet of men, 


as appears from a paſlage in Herman I iſſius here 
ſubjoined ©; ſo that we need not wonder, that men 


of perverſe minds ſhould in d age take up an 
_ objection, that might be ſerviceable to perſons of the 
ſame diſpoſitions in a former. Our adverſaries are 
never aſhamed to produce the ſtale refuted argu- 

ments heh their forefathers, as freſh and unanſwerable 


och matters + prevails. Theſe ſons of Belial, alibi gh 
frequently foiled and defeated, have of late dared to 
repent * Ae ber with redoubled _ the 


4 4 + pedo Patri & Filii rories & dh 
difertd i in ſacris literis tradita eft, injuſt? pro novo & nupero cops 
traducitur. Licet paucos reperiam, qui materiam hanc ex profeſſo 
trataverint : video tamen praeftantiſſimos & accuratiſſimos theologo- 
rum faæderis hujus aliquando meminiſſe &c. --- concluding thus, af- 
ter producing authorities from the reformed and papal Divines -- 
Unde liquet non eſſe hos conceptus de pacto Patris & Filii fingulari- 
tatis infamid notandes -- Lib. II. chap. II. De pacto Dei Patris & 
F ili, Leovardiz 1667 -- The reader will have much ſatisfaction, 


in u this whole ng and the TIM 21250 this if ub- 
iat. 
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myſteries of religion and the word. of God. Re 
is charged by theſe men with inconſiſtencies and ab- 
ſurdities, and therefore (ſay theſe prejudiced. judges). it 
will never gain credit with, or be aſſented to, by a fair 


unprejudiced human mind, Preſuming upon the truth 


of theſe premiſſes, though abſolutely falſe, theſe men 
conclude, that the SS. are inſufficient for the con 
tion of infidels, and the advancement of — 
Since therefore theſe ends ought to be aimed at by all 
good men, the advocates for the preference of aum, 
religion ſeem to claim the firſt rank of meri 
ceeding altogether upon a rational plan, recom 
ed by the extent of its ſcheme, and. that. 9 -Y 
benevolence, which it inculcates. But before we paſs 
ſentence, in a caſe of ſuch importance, one neceflary 
diſtinction ſhould be attended to, by which the dif- 
ference, that ought to be made between fimple un- 
inſtructed infidels and apoſtates, may appear, and 
have its due weight. Biſhop Burnet has judiciouſſy 
dave fas Jp. pare of hi expolition.of. Aut: $6. where 
he ſpeaks thus . 
« None are in a federal fate of ſalvation but Chric. 
< tians, to them is given (not made with them) the 


e covenant of grace, gad to them the promiſes of God. 


«are 
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«are made and offered. All others are out of this 
ce promiſe, to whom the tidings of it were never 
« brought. But yet a great difference is to be made, 
« between them and thoſe who have been invited to 
« this covenant, and admitted to the outward profeſ- 
« fion, and the common privileges of it, and that 
ce have in effect rejected it. Theſe are under ſuch 
« poſitive denunciations of l and judgment, that 
cc there is no room left for any charitable thoughts or 
c hopes concerning them: ſo that if any part of the 
ce goſpel is true, that muſt be alſo true, that they are 
cc under condemnation, for having loved darkneſs 
© more than light, when the light ſhone 2 them 
« and viſited them.” 

His Lordſhip's ſentiments in this caſe, are very 35 
vere. However I cannot help wiſhing, that ſome 
ROOM may be left for HOPES, concerning even 
theſe apoſtates, though their ſtate borders upon that 
of deſpair, which is the condition of the Devil and 
his angels. Upon this footing all the unbelievers, of 
this nation, ſeem not to be intitled to the extraordi- 
nary care of Chriſtian teachers; much leſs ought it 
to be expected, that we ſhould give up our bible to 
=P other ſcheme of religious inſtructions, for a chance 

of 


®. 
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of reſtoring ſuch vile wretches, ſince ige, after having 
from children known the holy S8. and after having re- 


jected and deſpiſed all the means of grace, where- 
with they have been bleſſed, are to be numbered a- 
mong apoſtates, who inſtead of being bettered and 

reclaimed by admonitions and advice, will, we know 


by frequent and fatal experience, turm again and rent 
their inſtructors --- As to the other kind of unbelie- 
vers, who fit in darkneſs, to whom the light of the 
goſpel hath not ſhone, or hath been extinguiſhed for 
r which hath 
. theſe, I think, have a demand: vpon us, for what af 
ſiſtance we can give them. But the books 
have been wrote upon the principles of what is cal- 


led natural religion, will not, I fear, contribute much 


to this bleſſed end. Theſe infidels muſt be able ma- 


thematicians, ſhrewd metaphyſicians, before they can 


comprehend the force of the reafonings in theſe works, 


a Whoever conſiders what is aid in the Ads of the 5 0 
chap. II. compared with the firſt hiſtories and traditions, muſt 


ſuppoſe, that the latter diſpenſation or revelation, as written in 


be bd was generally, if not univerſally, deere 
Re | 
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and receive. the intended benefit of ſuch labours. Put 
any book, wrote upon the high priori plan, into the 
hands of a Hoztentor, after teaching him n- 
guage wherein it is wrote, and ſee what effect it will 
have upon him. 
Whether therefore it be right and commendable, 
to beſtow thoſe ſtudies and labours upon Indian or 
African infidels, which might be uſefully applied, in 
keeping thoſe Chriſtians ſteady, who are proceeding 
in the path leading to life, or in bringing back the 
ſtrayed ſheep of the Chriſtian flock, deſerves conſide- 
ration. It may likewiſe be ſubmitted, whether addreſ- 
{ing people out of hearing, be not as ridiculous, as 
the legend of St. Antony s preaching to the mute race. 
The miracle indeed would be as great, as the pre- 
tended ſucceſs of that preacher, ſhould theſe poor 
creatures hear and aſſent to what is offered, at ſuch 
a diſtance, and in ſuch a variety of ſtrange languages. 
But farther, the points treated of in theſe ſheets 
will be called by ſome, matters of doubiful diſþuta- 
tion, tending to diſturb the peace of the Chriſtian 
church: it is more prudent therefore, in their opi- 
nion, to leave men to their own private judgment 
| herein, and to be contented with our preſent happy 


C tran- 


8 rern 


tranquillity. Peace is an invaluable bleſſing; but it 

is not to be purchaſed at the expence of a ſound faith, : 
and the giving up the fundamental doctrines of : 
Chriſtianity. The ſtate of Chriſtianity is a ſtate of 
war, in order to obtain everlaſting peace; and a ſol- 
dier of Jeſus Chriſ muſt even ſleep under arms, that 
he may not be ſurprized in a defenceleſs condition. 
Tf we confider the number, the induſtry, the ſubtle- 
ty and the inveterate malice of the adverſary, whoſe 
name is legion, we ſhall not think it becoming or 
fafe to lull ourſelves into an expeRation of a laſting 
calm and ſerenity. For the church of Chriſt muſt be 
militant while it is here on- earth. Some of its mem- 
bers indeed, nay many, who enjoy all the convenien- 
ces and advantages of honourable ſtations and afflu- 
ent fortunes, would not willingly be diſcompoſed by 
hazarding the continuance of their repoſe, and ven- 
turing abroad in tempeſtuous weather. Happy in 
caſe and plenty, they can apply the poet's pleaſing ſo- 
liloquy =-- Quam juvat immites ventos audire cuban- 
tem] But if tares ſpring and increafe, during the 
abſence of the houſholder ; when he ſhall return and 
make a ſtrict enquiry how the tares came here, the 


ſleepy _—_—— who will then be awakened, muſt be 
covered 


* 
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covered with confuſion of face, under a ſtate of ſelf- 
condemnation — Hhy ſtand ye here all the day idle is 
an expoſtulation, applicable to the indolent and in- 
active profeſſors of our religion at all times, and none 
will be more ſeverely puniſhed, than thoſe cowardly 
diſciples, who tamely ſuffer the forces of the evil one 
to go on conquering and Þ conguer, without en- 
deavouring to ſtop their progreſs and repel their at- 
tacks. Is it our duty continually to receive the ene- 
mies fire, to behold our friends, and the friends of 
Feſus Chrift falling in heaps all around us, pierced 
through by the'darts of the infernal hoſt, expoſed na- 
ked and defenceleſs to the wiles and cruelty of the 
prince of darkneſs, purely becauſe we may, by re- 
ſiſtance and an oppoſition, awaken, with the noiſe of 
an engagement; ſome who are at reſt for the pre- 
ſent, though that reſt, under ſuch circumſtances, can- 
not be laſting? Will our commanders in chief ad- 
viſe and direct ſuch a behaviour, or will their com- 
| paſſion for, and care of the ſouls of men, committed 
to their immediate protection, conſiſt with ſuch pa- 
_cifick orders, under ſo many provocations and ſuch 
deſtructive hoſtilities ? Every news- paper proclaims the 
advances of vice and infidelity, by advertiſing the 


C 2 wri- 
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. writings, which are daily publiſhed u b de 


and commendation; and we cannot ſtep into many 
large aſſemblies, or mix any time with them, with- 
out hearing the great articles of our faith ridiculed, 
and the adorable myſteries of our religion blaſphe- 


med. Theſe are Amalekites, with whom we muſt 


wage perpetual war, without fearing the imputation 
of wanting that quiet and peaceable ſpirit, which 
ought to be the barge and nen of a Chriſ- 


tian. f 


It is more Do hinted in this little piece, that the 


Hebrew language appears to be the firſt original lan- 


guage, and that the ſureſt way of coming at the true 
ſenſe of many words, is to trace them, if poſlible, to 
this ſource. Where this may be done, the primary 
and the governing idea will preſent itſelf, and be a 
ſafe guide of interpretation. This idea may be found 
to- vary a little in its courſe of derivation, and by 
paſſing into other forms and languages, loſe ſome- 
thing of its primary and determinate ſenſe by being 
mixed and compounded. Reuchlin's obſervation up- 
on this point ſeems to be juſt and well founded -—- 
Hebrai fontes bibunt, Græci rivos, Latini paludes. 
Which words are thus, I think, commented upon by 
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my 


Dr. Featley. The baren only is moſt pure, the Founfa! 72— 


rivers or Greek verſions are in ſome places muddy, in 
others brackiſh, though for the moſt part, not un- 
wholſome ; but thoſe who content themſelves with 
the Latin vulgare are like thoſe, who drink out of 
fenns or marſhes, where the water is generally foul, 
and in many places unwholſome or infectious. But 
we are told by the Romanifts of the laſt and preſent 
century, that this fountain is corrupt, and may, by 
an unnatural reverſe of operation, be cleanſed and pu- 
rified by the rivers and fenns. And what is ſtill 
worſe, theſe men require an abſolute ſubmiſſion to 
this tranſlation, and aſſert upon this occaſion what is 
really ſhocking to common ſenſe, as well as to true 
religion. For they have not been aſhamed to declare 
this Latin verſion, faulty as it is in many parts, to 
be that pure word of God, to which all Chriſtians 
muſt pay a reverence and abſolute obedience, ſet- 
ting aſide or paſſing over in a criminal, not to 
ſay profane, ſilence, the original 88. which are the 
dictates of the Holy Spirit. Some of them, when 
preſſed with this abſurdity and impiety, have pallia- 
ted the matter, by ſaying, that the authority, given 
to the vulgate Latin, extended only to the uſe of it 
0 in 
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* their Abel diſputations dec. Sheng it was 
4 prudent, and for peace ſake, to have an eaſy rule of 
| | | deciſiog for determining queſtions on ſuch occaſions. 
= Ty But it will appear, upon producing their Decree in 
= their own words, how fallacious and falſe this an- 
ſwer is. The original Decree therefore is ſubjoined 
for my reader's ſatisfaction and reflection, and the 
Papaliſis conviction and confuſion. It is plain where 
that Auarbema may probably fall, which is by them 
es LI with ſo much confidence and bitterneſs 


- 


a Labbei . Lutet. Pariſ. 1672. a Trident. ſeſſio 
quarta April. 1546. Paulo III. pontifice Si quis autem libros ip- 
ſos integros | juxta catalogum eorundem, authoritate hujus ſyno- 
— di, decreto ejuſdem in hic parte adſcriptum] cum omnibus furs 
= - partibus, prout in ecclefia catholicd legi conſueverunt, & 1N ve- 
=. TERI VULGATA LATINA EDITIONE habentur, pro ſacris & 
_ | canonicis non ſuſceperit — Anathema fit. 
YN Decretum de editione & uſu ſacrorum 3 _ 
 Inſuper eadem ſacroſancta ſynodus confiderans, non parum utilita- _— 
tis accedere poſſe ecclefie Dei, fi ex omnibus Latinis editionibus, que TZ 
circumferuntur ſacrorum Iibrorum, quanam pro authenticd habenda 
fit, innoteſcat ; ſlatuit & declarat, ut hæc ipſa vetus & vulgata e- 
ditio, gue, longo tot ſecukbrum uſu, in ipſd ecclefid probata eft in 
publicis lectionibus, diſputationibus, frædicationibus S expyſitioni- 5 
bus, pro AUTHENTICA Babeatur; ut nemo iam + oo _—_ 5 


prætextu audeat vel prafumat. 
tw 
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againſt thoſe, who pay a greater regard to the words 
of God, than to thoſe of men. | 
Raymund Martini, who lived about the end of 
the thirteenth century, was of a different opinion 
from theſe Tridentine fathers, (as was Reuchlin here ci- 
ted,) as may be ſeen in his prozmium to the Pugio fi- 
dei. Herein, after declaring very ſtrongly for the He- 
brew text againſt the LXX. and all tranſlations, even 
St. Ferom's, and after remarking that St. Paul, as St. 
Luke teſtifies As XIII. cites Habac. I. 5. according 
to the Hebrew text, he concludes thus -- © Hac dic- 
« za ſufficiant adverſus eos, qui reprehenſuri erant, ſi 
e non eos ante placaſſem; fi vero placari noluerint, 
« nagna mibi erit conſolatio, imperitorum vel invidorum 
« ſudicio, taliter errare cum Paulo. ] would. refer 
the reader to what Glaſſius has wrote concerning the 
Scorch Jeſuit Huntley, Bellarmin &c. upon this ſub- 
ject in his tract de integritate & puritate Heb. vet. 
zeft. cod. The integrity of the Hebrew text was af- 
terwards queſtioned by John Morinus, Father of the 
oratory &c. Houbigant ſeems to be the champion of 
this cauſe at preſent, whoſe deſign is manifeſt by his 
referring in the prolegomena publiſhed at Paris 1746. 
to the vulgate as the ſtandard of perfection, in his 
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concluding ſentence which runs thus - Qu gui- 


dem (ipſius ic. verſio) / vitiis non laborat iis, gue 


ein Aria, in Caſtalione, in Leone Judæ, & in Cle- 
« rico reprebendimus, hec erit non minima pars lau- 
« dis; ft preſertim lectores confiderabunt, quantum 
« 205 a novis interpretibus diſceſſimus, tanto PRO- 


 « PIUS ACCESSISSE AD VULGATAM.” 


Some Proteſtants likewiſe have been decoyed un- 
der various views and pretences into a deſtructive 
perſwaſion, that the original ſcriptures are in ſome 
places corrupted ; but ſhould any anfwer to what 


hath been faid of late years againſt the purity of the 
original text be demanded, theſe bold critics. may be 


referred to the very learned Carpzovius's reply to Mr. 


HYhiſton upon this ſubject, written near the begin- 
ning of this century. Till this anſwer be diſproved, 
no other ought to be demanded. As to thoſe of the 
Romiſh perſwaſion, we are not ignorant of their devi- 


ees : if they can prevail with us to part with the ori- 


ginal ſcriptures in exchange for a corrupt tranſlation, 
canonized and authenticated by a papal council, the 

fame authority may ſoon recover its ancient ſway and 
ſuperiority in this nation. But what the ſons of the 


: reformation can aim at, by encouraging and aſſiſt- 


ing 
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ing ſuch a popiſh ſcheme and attempt, is not eaſy 
for an honeſt mind to diſcern, The Deiſts indeed 
and their allies, may find their account in ſetting a- 
| fide the authority of the original facred records; but 
the church of England is built upon this foundation, 
and by the help of theſe records hath been victorious 
over all her enemies. Upon this rock we are happi- 
ly founded, and it is fuch an impregnable fort, that 
the gates of hell itſelf ſhall never be able, by open 
war and external violence, to prevail againſt it. All 
within this our ſacred and ſecure incloſure ſhould 
conſider therefore, whether they may not, by aſſiſting 
the ſcheme of degrading and leſſening the credit and 
authority of the original ſcriptures, be cutting away 
the ground and true built arch, whereupon they 
ſtand. It ſurely behoves the true ſons of this ſound 
part of the Chriſtian church, to contend earneſtly for 
the integrity and purity of theſe faithful witneſſes. 
| The reader will be fo juſt as to recolle& what is 
intimated in the title page, and partly adopted by 
me, in an extract from Cicero, as applicable to my 
own way of thinking. My writings are not intended 
for the moſt learned, or for thoſe who have no learn- 
ing at all: the former will not ſtoop low enough to 


d look 
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look into them, and the latter cannot reach them. 


R. Martini's form of imploring a bleſſing upon 
his work and himſelf at the end of his prozminm to 
the Pugio fidei, may, tis hoped, be ſubjoined to this 
preface, and applied without offence ; though there 
be ſuch a diſparity, in many reſpects, between my 
little attempt, and the ſucceſsful execution of his 


great and uſeful performance. 
Dei filius, qui dedit aſfectum * 1 


c guogue mibi qualicunque er vulb ſuo facultatem tali- 


ce rey cogſummandi ut deo cedat in gloriam & hono- 
* rem; fdehbus ad confirmationem & fidei defenfio- 


« em; & infidelibus ad veram & utilem conver fio- 


ce em; mihi quoque, inter facrarum literarum inter- 
« pretes minimo, ad æternam ſalutem Feſus Chriftus, 


ce gui cum patre & fpiritu ſancto vivit & 5 


c Deus in ſecula ſeæculorum. Amen. 


7 OI EI-CorI Rox Oxford, 
March 5th. 17 5. 
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ODERN writers not agreeing in the 
Interpretation of the word Elabim, though 
approved lexicographers ſeem to have 
ſettled its —— long ago, and to 
Hah given ſuch an account of it as coincides with the 
Chriſtian, ſyſtem, it will. not I hope be thought too 
forward or preſuming, in a perſon of my profeſſion 
and ſtation, to offer ſome thoughts to the publick 
concerning this important name. The opinion which 
I ſhall gre,” ſhall be accompanied with ſuch reaſons 
as prevailed upon me to embrace it, and demands no 
greater — or os ny than theſe ſupporters may 
give it. A few other ſcriptural expreſſions will be 
likewiſe taken notice of, in the courſe of this under- 
taking, as ſuppoſed to be a of, or at leaſt to be 
cloſely connected with this ubjeRt. A ſubject of the 
moſt ſublime nature, and of the higheſt concern to 
the human race! A ſubject which hath, and ever will 
employ the thoughts and pens of the beſt and wiſeſt 
men! Men do I ſay? The revelations and books of 
God are the explications of this great theme, which 
85 A | 
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| is ſet down in the firſt line of the Hebrew code, in or- 
der to fix the attention and command the firſt regard 


of the ſons of the Elohim. For This was the firſt 


name by which God made himſelf known to man, 


and it was the name of the Deity in the beginning, 
or before the creation. For the Elobim created, and 


theibfore miſts have bern Be esche the a 
of creation. Hence, I think, it is evident that the 


firſt meaning, or primary ſenſe of the word muſt 
have ariſen from ſome tranſaction, which paſt before 


this world had a being: and it is highly probable, 


that this tranſaction related to the intended creation, 
and provifional redemption of man, ſince its mean- 
ing was immediately apprehended by, and was fami- 
liar to our firſt Parents, as appears from the _ 
fation between Eve and the ſerpent before the fall. I 

appears likewiſe, I think, that Satan was no — 
to that antemundane decree (which is referred to in 


Palm the II.) or the terms of the covenant then made, 
by his entering immediately into a dialogue with Eve, 


upon her reporting what had been commanded by 


the Ehbim. For it was not aſked; who the Elabim 


were, who claimed the ſole power of legiſlation; nay 
it is further evident from his anſwer to Eve, that he 
was fo far acquainted with the meaning of this name, 
„ 

plied therein, though ſome men have been and are 
willing to deny it. So much depends upon our hav- 
ing right notions of the fundamental point, ſuppoſed 
to be confirmed 2 — — 2 
0 


that a plurality of perſons was im- 


"+ 
Ry 
bas, 


1 
1 
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of the word Elobim, that I thought it my duty to 


inform myſelf, as well as I could, in a matter of ſuch 
importance, for my own ſatisfaction. The conſide- 


_ rations ſet down in this eſſay have — wy mind that 


eaſe and reſt which it wanted, and the peruſal of 
theſe may, I hope, by the bleſſing of God be of ſome 


uſe to others, in producing the ſame effect. I have 


no ſelfiſh cauſe to ſerve, or any view in the publica- 
tion of theſe ſheets, but promoting, as-far as in me 
lies, the honour of our great maſter and father, the 
ent of his kingdom, and the proſperity of 
his family. In this place it may be proper to give a 
general plan of the doctrinal point, to which the word 
Elohim is by many ſound Chriſtians ſuppoſed to re- 
late; the particulars whereof will be more fully and 
occaſionally ſhewn as we proceed. By this method, 
the reader will ſee more clearly the end and deſign 
of this treatiſe, and be enabled to apply, eaſily and 
readily, as he en the Obſervations made * 
this ſubject. | 
The ſum and ſubſkance of the Chriſtian faith, in 


this matter, as maintained by many learned believers, | 


is, I think, as follows. There was before all worlds 
a covenant between the three perſons of the divine 
eſſence, concerning the new race of beings or MAN, 
whom they reſolved to form in their own image, af. 
ter the likeneſs of God or the Elbim. This cove- 
nant is ſuppoſed to have conſiſted of two parts: one 
relative to man in his firſt eſtate, hat of innocence ; 


another * r what they would 


do 


—ͤ— 
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do farcher ſor him in caſe he ſhould: forfeit. his firſt 


eſtate, by an act of diſobedience. When this latter 
might happen to be the caſe, the Elobim covenanted 
to reſtore man to his firſt eſtate, by ſuch ways as 
would diſplay the infinite wiſdom, ruftics, and mercy 
of the divine being. Hereupon an oath is ſuppoſed 
to have paſſed between the three perſons, | ak ran 
their reſpective of this contract or covenant ; 

ſecond perſon ſtipulating, that upon man's forfeiture 
he would — ty, or become a curſe for him, 
to prevent his everlaſting ruin, and would aſſume hu- 


man nature, in_onder/.to_undergo-.thoſs: aileries- und 


exquiſite torments, which might offendi 
man; the hiſtory of which is exactly deſcribed. in 
the books'of the old and new teſtamer The parts 
of the other two perſons are explained in the fame 


books, and as the oath taken for the greater ſolemni- 


ty and ratification was 


mand he 
redemption of man, -of the execrato 


, was called ALE— which will be explained below; 
and as the three perſons were concerned in this o- 


venant and agreement, they were denominated, com- 


mumionèe idiomatum, ALEIM or Elobim. That there 


was ſuch a covenant of God in Chriſt, has been the 
conſtant doctrine of the Chriſtian church, as ſet forth 


in and to be proved from the holy S. 8. But ſome 


have doubted whether ſuch a covenant, oath, or 
tranſaction did happen before the foundation of the 
world; at leaſt, have inſinuated, that the 8. S. do 
not aſſert it in ſo many words and letters. gene 
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think that if this had been ſo, the 8. S. would have 
exprefely mentioned the wanſaction, and when the 
fact had been revealed, the comments or ſuppoſed 
deſcriptions would have been eaſily and ſurely appli- 


ed. Whether this matter has not been ſufficiently re- 


vealed, and enough ſaid to juſtify the ſuppoſition, that 
the word ALEIM may ſignify covenanters in the ſup- 
poſed ſenſe of the word, will be ſeen preſently. The 
covenant with Voah, Abraham &c. ſo far as the re- 

demption of mankind was concerned, were reeſtabliſh- 
ments or renewals of this original covenant, as no 
man, excepting the God-man, could make any con- 
tract with the Deity ; ſince no mere man has any 


thing of his own, wherewith he can contract. The 


federal right of Chriſtians to the promiſed bleſlings, 
is only in and through their elder brother, and his 
_ covenant with the divine being. Believers, whom he 


is not aſhamed to call his brethren, were and are ad- 


mitted as ſharers in his covenant, and what he has 
purchaſed for his church, by his blood, by ſeveral in- 
ſtituted rites and ſymbols, upon the performance of 


certain conditions, though — are not able of them 


ſelves, without divine aſſiſtance, to perform even theſe 
conditions. — Having thus given the reader a gene- 
ral view of what is propoſed, I ſhall fet down ſome 
rules which are to be obſerved in the interpretation 
of SS. expreſſions, with an eye. chiefly to the He- 
brew code. 

I. Where the ex ions concern the object or ſub- 


mw of the Chriſtian faith, the agreement of the whole 


{ſcheme 
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ſcheme with itſelf in every 7 part, commonly and pro- 
perly called the analogy of faith (recommended by 
St. Paul) is an univerſal and immutable rule of in- 
terpretation. It is built upon the divine veracity, con- 
ſiſtency, wiſdom, and immutability. This remark- - 
able harmony between prophets and apoſtles, in a 
courſe of ſome. thouſand years, in ſpeaking of the 
ſame important articles, — an irrefragable argument 
of the divine inſpiration of the holy books, and plain- 
ly proves that the author was God, the ſame yeſter- 
day to day and for ever. His works have the charac- - 
ter of his nature ſtamped upon them, and therefore 
can never deceive us, when we refer to their conſiſt- 
ency in explaining. one part by another, comparing 
ſpiritual things with ſpiritual. Whereas human wri- 
tings, where the ſubject is the ſame, frequently a- 
bound with 3 abſurdities, and contra- 
dictions, eſpecially when they proceed from different 
writers, living in different ages. The pagan theolo- 
gy and philoſophy afford undeniable, and copious 
proofs of this obſervation. There muſt be many words 
commonly termed ſynonymous in all languages, which, 
to an unattentive reader, ſometimes appear to be in 
all reſpects the ſame, though they will be frequently 
found to differ in many, when they come to be mi- 
nutely examined. It will be right therefore and ſa- 
tisfactory, where any expreſſions may be fo doubtful 
and ambiguous, or indeterminate, as to admit of dif- 
ferent ſenſes, in the opinion of different judges, to 


find out the principal and leading idea, which is a Lf 
po 
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poſed to be conveyed in it. Now in the SS. eſpeci- 
ally of the old teſtament, this will be the more eaſily 
done, as the nature of many perſons, actions &c. was 
driginally intended to be revealed and communicated 
in their names, as the inſpired writer frequently ſpe- 
cifies In fuch caſes we have an infallible direc- 
tion; and when the word is characteriſtical and in- 
tended to deſcribe any office, or the part which any 
perſon is to act, in executing the general plan or deſign 
of chriſtianity, a view of that plan and deſign, by 
being — will help us to the right and firſt 
meaning of ſuch name or characteriſtick; and the name 
and thing, ſo compared, will illuſtrate and mutually 
reflect light upon each other. 5 
II. The ſecond general, not to ſay univerſal, rule, to 
be obſerved herein, is that when a word has more 
ſenſes than one in different paſſages, har is to be pre- 
ferred, which is moſt ſuitable to the context, and the 
plain meaning and deſign of the paſſage, where it 
occurs; the firſt rule of conſiſtency and preſervation 
of the primary and original idea being no way vio- 
lated. Theſe rules may be tried in the word Ma- 
LAC H Heb. Ayo Gr. Imperator Lat. Lord Engliſb. 
But I will mention one word which will exerciſe the 
curiofity of an examiner in each of theſe languages, 
and fully explain my meaning. It is Meſſiah He. 
| Xevvs Gr. Chriſtus, Unctus Lat. Anointed Engliſb. 
Where this word occurs in either of the languages, 
the determination of the ſenſe and acceptation of it 
muſt be taken from its correlates or context, wherein 
it 


8 THE CHRISTIAN PLAN. 


it ſtands, And it is eaſy to come at the fountain 
head, or primary idea by tracing it u pwards, as from 
the Engliſb Anointed, we ſhall as to the Hebrew 
Lg jk Whatever little variations, or additional ideas, 
may be taken into the conſideration of derivative 
words, (as the laſt is generally the moſt diffuſive and 
ſo leſs determinate) in ſuch caſes, ber 2 idea 
will be found, in the firſt uſe and original deſigna- 
tion, and muſt therefore govern throug — at leaſt, 
never be quite out of ſight. 80 in — word Beritb, 
upon a ſuppoſition that the root is the word for Soup, 
or ſomething that in the nature and firſt uſe of it js 
to cleanſe and purify, words derived from the ſame 
pure fountain, (though theſe may in an 1 de ſenſe 
be called likewiſe roots, with reſpect to the bran- 
ches ſhooting from them) retain the original idea, 
though it may be extended to other things and mean- 
ings. So Berich may ſignify a treaty or covenant, 
and an ordinance, ſtatute or commandment, as they 
are the terms and means of me een For from 
BaR or BaRaR — noun or verb, the word Ba RA ſigni- 
creavit, ordinavit, & BaRE to chooſe elegit, may 
and probably do come, as their ſenſes of accommoda- 
tion lead us to ſuppoſe. The abſervance of the holy 
covenant and ordinances will be, under Chriſt the pu- 
rifier, the moſt effectual bun and the perſons ſo 
cleanſed will be the choſen or elect. Thus BA R ſig- 
nifies frumentur, wheat or corn when winnowed and 
purified from all foulneſs or unprofitable mixtures; 
and w ag bs are deſcribed under this 1 image, as be- 
ing 
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ing to be gathered into Chriſt's garner or grainery &c. 
The propriety likewiſe and ideal meaning of BaR, 
when expreſſing a ſon, fully appears, from conſider- 
ing the word in this light. The well beloved /or, e- 
lect, in the firſt and higheſt ſenſe, was moſt empha- 
| tically BaRA or the purifier, both the efficient cauſe 
of and principal agent in the work of the true puri- 
fication. _ 

III. The words and phraſeology of all langua- 
ges ought to be aſcertained, and their true conſtruc- 
tion ſettled by laws and canons peculiar, to each. 
Grammar rules, univerſally or generally agreed upon 
among the beſt ſkilled in them, will be the beſt ex- 

ſitors; but the Hebrew having no certain rules of 
this kind, like the Greet, Latin &c. whereon to fix 
any dependance, muſt be interpreted by a careful ob- 
ſervance of the uſages of words, letters and idioms in 
the various parts and paſſages of the old teſtament, 
which is the only book wherein this language ſubſiſts 
In perfection, and may be ſufficiently underſtood, by 
many invariable marks and criteria, It is its own 
r, and will ſtand beſt upon its own footing. 

B. Alir thinks, that the firſt Hebrew grammar was 
made by R. Saadias about the year 1 100, and form- 
ed upon the Arabic plan, though their three vowel- 
points are now greatly multiplied. This Rabbi is the 
ſuppoſed author of the Arabic verſion given us by 
Bp. Walton, the deſign of which may be partly guel- 

ſed by the rendering of Numb. vi. 24. &c. which can 
be no other, than to favour the Rabbini-Mahometan 
B and 
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and Unitarian cauſe. I will venture to ſet down here 


this Rabb7's artful and diſingenuous perverſion of this 
text, which has been alledged by Chriſtians to prove 
the doctrine of a Trinity --- The 3 verſes are in our 
verſion thus verſe 24. The Lord dies thee and keep 
thee —- 25 The Lord make his face ſhine upon thee 
and be gracious unto thee. 26 The Lord lift up his 
_ countenance upon thee and give thee peace. The 
vulg. Lat. the LXX. the Targum of Onkelos, the 

Hebrew, Samaritan text and the Syriac verſion, pre- 
ſerve the trine repetition of the word AL (Heb. Je- 
hovah) in their tranſlations ---- But the Arabic uſes 
this word for God only once, viz. in the firſt verſe or 
form, making it govern. the other two by the com- 
mon copula ent a any e of it — The de- 
ſign is too obvious 

Beſides the tetragrammaton or name of four let- 
ters, which it was not lawful to pronounce, in the 
opinion of the Rabbinical Fews, there is mention made 
likewiſe, in their books, of the name of twelve let- 
ters, which, when explained, is a plain proof, that 
they were no ſtrangers to the doctrine of a Trinity in 
Unity, however willing they were to obſcure and 
cover it. Upon this very paſſage in the book of 
Numbers, the following interpretation is cited from 
one of the moſt colic Rabbies. © 

R. Bechai explicans benedictionem ſacerdotum 2 
6. v. 24 Cc. in qud nomen Dei tetragrammaton, ter 
repetitum, docet nomem illud rer repetitum, duodecim 


 literas fic NT", vocari nomen duodecim literarum 
— add- 
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— adding (according to V oifin's Latin tranſlation) 
Hec eft myſtica doctorum noſtrvrum f. m. interpreta- 
tio verborum 23, 24 &c. Num. 6. Sic benedicetis &c. 
In nomine ſc. hammephoraſch. Porro tria illa nomi- 
na, gue in tribus verfibus 24, 25, & 26. referuntur, 
vocantur nomen duodecim literarum. Tof. de V oiſin. 
obſerv. in Raym. Mart. Pug. Fidei --— P. 5 56. edit. 
Parifiis — where and in p. 400. more may be 
ſeen to this purpoſe. 

As the Hebrew name ab Te (rr) was one, 
though it conſiſted of four letters, ſo it was reckon- 
ed but one name, though it conſiſted of twelve let- 
ters, when it was thrice repeated; to ſhew, it may be 
ſuppoſed, that the unity of the Godhead was hereby 
intimated or taught, as conſiſtent with the trine in- 
vocation, or three perſonal addreſſes. Our Lord hath 
plainly eſtabliſhed this doctrinal truth, by command- 
ing that the initiation. of his diſciples be us w 
. in or into the name (not names} of the Father, 


Son and H. Ghoſt. 


IV. When we meet with any deſcriptive expreſ- 
ſion or characteriſtic in the old teſtament which is 
leſs clear, and is capable of being more diſtinctly 
viewed, and mare ſurely known, the faithful mirror 
of the new teſtament, where the ſubject of enquiry is 
therein conſidered, and more expreſaly opened and 
revealed, will give the trueſt repreſentation, and re- 
flect Denn ſo 
as to leave no room or reaſonable cauſe for doubt or 
2 The veil, which is ſometimes thrown o- 
B 2 ver 
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ver the meaning of ſcripture truths in the old teſta- 
ment from the nature and intention of the Chriſtian 
cxconomy, under the then ſtate of the church, is ta- 
ken off by the fuller revelations in the new teſta- 
ment, where they are exhibited in a more perfe& and 
ſatisfactory manner. This is very particularly obſer- 
vable in the firſt appointment of Proper-names, proves, 
officers, _- of 

It is not to be expected that I ſhould here ſet down 


all the rules and laws of interpreting the holy S8. but 
ſuch only as are pertinent and introductory. to my 


preſent purpoſe. Theſe are ſufficient --- and as my 5 


I preſume, as a reader may be willing to peruſe. 

Such as are here ſet down are by no means ar- 
bitrary, or drawn from the vague, unſupported art of 
_ criticiſm, but ſuch, as may be termed ſelf evident 
truths, or poſtulate ariſing from an attentive view of 
the original 1 — and eſtabliſned by ancient ap- 
proved uſage and practice --- The application of theſe | 


rules will be eaſy. 
I. In the farſt place we have the benefit of an in- 


fallible light to aſſiſt us in diſcovering the primary and 

leading ſenſe of this word Elobim, inaſmuch as it was 

firſt uſed, or revealed, when it could be applied to, 
or ſtand for but one being or thing, though after- 
wards uſed and applied in a ſecondary ſenſe, or ſenſe 
of accommodation to other beings and things; fo 
that this primary leading ſenſe will demand our pre- 
ference, nay abfolute aſſent, where the context will 
admit of it ; more 9 ſo, when we meet with 


it, 
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it, before there could be any competition, or other 
applications of it to diſtract our judgment. This was 
the caſe upon the temptation in paradiſe, when the 
ſerpent aſſured Eve, that by eating the forbidden 
fruit, they, the new created ſpecies, ſhould be as the 
Elobim —- as Gods, ſays our bible. It does not appear 
that the Devil ever attempted to perſwade them that 


the word was ſingular, ſignifying one per/on who a- 


lone was to be religiouſiy worſhipped ; though by ſuc- 
ceeding in ſuch an attempt, he would at once have 
done his buſineſs moſt effectually, with regard to him 
whom he would rival in power. For hereby the hopes 
of redemption would have been entirely cut off, as 
the ſecond perſon, who was the mediator or God- 
man could never in this caſe have been thought on, 
or have been fled to for relief or protection. The di- 
vine wrath, repreſented by the circulating fire, or fla- 
ming ſword turning every way, in the cherubic em- 
blems, might have ſeized upon the unhappy ſeduced 
criminals, before a friend might have interpoſed to 
ſtop its fury and divert its force. Wherefore it is pro- 
bable that they were partly informed of the nature 
and intentions of the divine being, and this word 
might ſerve as a faithful remembrancer and inſtruc- 
tor. Otherwiſe, upon their eyes being opened the 
frightful ſcene of what they had brought upon them- 
ſelves and the human race, muſt have driven them 
to deſpair, and have perſwaded them to join the in- 
fernal blaſpheming crew. Upon a ſuppoſition that 
our firſt parents did not know the meaning of the 

| . word 
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word Elohim, if Satan had had a book, or language 
of his own, and a religion formed upon them, it 
would have been worth his while, to have referred to 
them, for an interpretation of this word, as by proving 
it ſingular, he muſt have ſtruck two perſons out of the 
eſſence, and fo have taken away the foundation of the 
covenant of God in Chriſt. But if this word be derived 
from the Arabic, the Arabian tongue muſt have been 
a language before the creation. For if the word E/o- 
him be Hebrew, and ſuppoſed to be in uſe at the cre- 
ation, and a root be prior to its derivative, we muſt 
ſuppoſe, that the given Arabic root, and fo that lan- 
guage was in being before all worlds. To what is 
already faid, to prove that E/ohrim is plural when it 
ſignifies the true. God, I would add one text more, 
and may fafely reſt that point upon theſe proofs, with- 
out troubling the reader or myſelf in producing more 
== we read Gen. XXXV -- 7 -- And be built there an 
altar, and called the place Elbe: becauſe. there 
GOD APPEARED ano him &c. --- The word for 
God is Elohim with the emphatical He N prefixed. 
The verb for appeared is plural with — affixed 
and is in regimen with, or by Elabim, which 
— —— and cannot ſurely in this 
falſe Gods, the Arab-Chriſtians them- 
. original words are 1933 
— the interlinear erben in Mont. bible is 


. 
If fone will All adhere to the diſtincton of Eb- 


him's being ſingular, n 


Klpes — 
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and plural when uſed for falſe Gods, it is incumbent 
upon ſuch, to tell us, if they admit the uſual tranſ- 
| lations of the word in this place, who were the falſe 
Gods at that time, the reſemblance of whom could 
be propoſed to Eve, as an inducement to revolt from 
the author of her being and happy ſtate. 

It muſt be farther obſerved under this rule, that 
the interpretation of the word Elobim, as ſignify ing 
covenanters, or the contracting powers &c. will coin- 


cide with, and greatly illuſtrate the Chriſtian plan, 


| as exhibited in the holy 88. This plan or ſcheme 


of redemption appears, in the different parts thereof, 
to be the joint act of the three perſons in the divine 


eflence, freely and graciouſly engaging themſelves to 
perform their reſpective parts, in effectuating this 
great work. This muſt be allowed to be a kind of 
preſumptive evidence in fayour-of this interpretation, 
and when it is admitted to be among others, an in- 
terpretation of this word, will have a fairer pretence 
to our reception and approbation than any other that 
does not come ſo recommended. I have not ſeen any 
that is ſo. 

II. The application of the ſecond rule above ſet 
; down, will ferve as a farther proof of this ſenſe of the 
word Elobim. For the ſenſes of accommodation, when 
the name is given to vice-roys, magiſtrates, the a- 
gents in the heavens &c. implying mutual ſtipula- 
tions, protection, preſervation, and deliverance from 
dangers and diſtreſſes, prove that the ſame powers 
and ideas muſt belong to and ſubſiſt xx) eZonyw in the 
pri- 
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primary and original being or perſons, who were cha- 
racteriſed by it. The principal or leading idea ob- 
ſervable in the derivatives muſt be moſt eminently fo 
in the root. If princes, judges and great miniſters or 
delegates are called Elohim, on account of their con- 
tract and agreement to bleſs, reward and protect, this 
was certainly the caſe of the three perſons in the eſ- 
ſence, and ſhews the propriety of their being deno- 
minated by this name, and will account for their be- 
ing called the Elobim of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob: 
they were indeed not only their protectors and guar- 
dians in an eſpecial manner, but the perſons: who, 
were ſo guarded by theſe bleſſers and protectors, 
were likewiſe that particular branch or the repreſen- 
tatives of them, who contracted for mankind in the 
covenant of mercy, and ſignified their faith and af- | 
ſent, by inſtituted, facrifical rites and obſervances, 
which gave a title to the protection of Fehovah Elo- 
bim. The federal right was obtained by Chriſt alone, 
as no other had any thing to ſtipulate, on his part, 
as hath been obſerved, but all were admitted, as &re- 
thren, by him, who had purchaſed this redemption 
for them, by engaging to pay their debt and forfeit- 
ture, and by actually, in the fullncs of won. full- 
filling that engagement. 

III. The third rule will help us to a more e eaſy 
diſcovery of the meaning of this word, by ſeparati 
res wn called the radical letters from . | 
only to ſh the number, by a peculiarity o 
. — den. The word ſet down ! in its. textual let 

ters 
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ters only, as the editors of Mr. Hutchinſon's works 
| have given it, will ſerve belt for this uſe and pur- 
poſe. It is by them wrote ALEIM. The firſt three 
letters are plainly radical, and muſt give the idea; 
the ILM is, I preſume, only a plural termination, ac- 
cording to the general and allowed manner of con- 
ſtructing Hebrew nouns. So that the ſenſe of the A- 
LE muſt be enquired into, and ſhall be particularly 
conſidered below. 
VIV. It is neceſſary to view and conſider ſome paſ- 
of the new hw relative to the tranſaction 
ſuppoſed to be deſcribed by the word ALEIM, be- 
fore we can apply this obſervation. The immenſe 
treaſure, that is ſuppoſed to be folded up and con- 
tained in this one word, is laid open to publick view, 
in many clear paſſages of the new teſtament. But be- 
fore I proceed to produce ſome of theſe ſcriptures, it 
may be proper to ſet down the interpretation of two 
Hebrew words, uſed for ſwearing, in their nominal 
and verbal ſtate; the firſt is as a noun y as a verb 
vv. The reader will find by looking into lexicons 
and concordances, that the noun hath three ſignifica- 
tions, whoſe relations to or extract from — ſame 
ſtock, or root, do not appear upon the firſt view. 
Theſe ſignifications are, ſaturity, the number /ever, 
and an oath. As the learned Mr. Holloway has given 
the moſt ſatisfactory account of this matter, that I 
have met with, I ſhall tranſcribe part of what he ſays 
as it ſtands in vol. II. p. 58 of his Originals, where the 
whole note is well worth the reading. This {She- 
EH C « Haß 


= —gͤ—ẽ ——b. —— 2 2 2 — gd — — —— — 1 
. 2 * * . * - 
— —U— — — 4 ˖ *ꝶ ́êœ̃—mRa << 44 - 


P 
* 
; - 


_ «and glory in the kingdom 
cc rection.. | 


CPI ESP WRT PT Re r 


is THE CHRISTIAN PLAN. 


« ga is the name of the number ſeven, which was 
cc firſt applied to the ſeventh day of reſt, ſanctified 
« for the commemoration of the completion of this 
< ſyſtem, and is a type of the completion of all things 
« hereafter in the great /abbarh or day of ref} in glo- 
«ry. The primary S dew of it is /aturity and fulneſs, 
« which (if we had not fallen) we ſhould have en- 
&« joyed, according to our capacity in this world, till 
our tranſlation; but which we are not now to pro- 
© miſe ourſelves here, but are to expect hereafter, in 
ce the true ſeventh, or fullneſs of oy; in the preſence 
&« of God, and at his right band for evermone, Plalm 
«XVI. T1. The word is alſo put for the act of /aear- 
« 235 and nominally for an oath ; oaths being origi- 
“c nally made and taken as with an aſpect to the full 


_ «and final intention of this number. A man in 


« ſwearing deing the fame, as if he ſtaked or 


ce His ſeventh, i. e. — nee 
Lord ar the reſur : 


A farther reaſon Way be foppefied below to ch 


cile theſe ſeemingly different and wide lenſes of the 


very ſame word. 
AW e whe fave tabu fone, kh 


a Nun prefixed, ſignifies to ſwear, and the gram- 
marians agree, that the Vin, when ſervile, is the 


characteriſtic either of the paſſive voice, called there- 
fore a Mun of the paſſive, or a characteriſtic of the 


firſt perſon plural of the furure. They fay that this 


verb is not to be found 3 » any 


reaſon 
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reaſon for it. Perhaps I may offer one, when I ſhall 
have conſidered the other word, and come to make 
ſome obſervations upon both. 
The fame grammarians tell us chat there are ſome 
verbs which have an active ſenſe under a paſſive form, 
like the verbs called deponents in Latin, of which 
this verb for /wearing is a principal inſtance. Glaſſius 
ſays, that verbs in the conjugation /Viphal are regu- 
lariter paſſiua interdum reciproca, rarius activa. So 
that we ſhould keep to the rule, or be regular, if we 
can, and not depart from it, unleſs we have better 
reaſons than rabbinical authority. Some of the inſtan- 
ces cited among theſe laſt exceptions are either he- 
mantic nouns or participles. = 
The other Hebrew word for ſwearning is ALE 
, the ſuppoſed root of ALEIM. The interpre- 
tation is, according to Con. Kircher, as a verb, ad- 
furavit ad aliquid, addita imprecatione mali, obligavit 
fe juramento ad aliquid. As a noun, adjuratio, u- 
ramentum, quo quis cum imprecatione mali adſiringi- 
tur ad ſer vandum pactum. ALE] M, Deus in trinitate 
ferſonarum. 

A noun of the ſame textual letters is rendered by 
the LXX BAAANOZ, APTZ; and the word for the plu- 
ral pronoun -zhe/e conſiſts of the ſame letters: and as 
ſome, if not moſt of the principal trees in Paradiſe 
were ſymbolical repreſentatives of ſpiritual things and 
beings, and deſigned as hieroglyphicks or ſacred em- 
blems, for religious uſes and applications, it is pro- 
bable, that this tree was intended, by having the- 

Cc 2 ſame 


; 
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ſame name, to put man continually in mind of what - 
was communicated or conveyed by the perſonal noun, 
which was formed from and of the ſame letters. The 
learned Hulſius in his ſhort lexicon ſubjoined to Leuſ- 
dens Compendium renders the verb juravit, erecra- 
tus et; the noun Quercas, Deus. The famous Bux- 
tor, Robertſon, Avenarius &c. give the ſame ac- 
count. The curious reader will not be diſpleaſed, I 
think, if I here ſet down what Avenarius ſays upon 
this word, in his Hebrew dictionary publiſhed in the 
year 1589, ſince the book is but in few hands, and 
this authority hath not been taken due notice of, 
though the author ſeems to have ſeen farther into thi 
nature and ſpirit of the ſacred language than many - 
Under 58 Elaab, he places DnSR. Of the for- 
mer he ſays, cognationem habet cum , i. e. potens; 
item cum IR juramento obftrinxit. The latter he 
makes plural and renders Gen. I. 1. In principio cre- 
avit Dii celum & terram, i. e. trinitas creavit. 
N dejeravit, obftrinxit ſe juramento ad aliquid cum 
imprecatione mali ſeu perditionis, dejerando imprecatus 
eft ſibi vel alii ut pereat & in nibilum redigatur, nisi 
fades ſevetur. Inde nomina R 
N dejeratio, juramentum execrationis, quo quis 
fe aftringit cum imprecatione mali & perditionit ad 
ſervandam promiſſionem. Eſ quoquèe conjuratio tum 
aliit additd execratione partis violaturæ pactum. At 
aw % rantum juramentum fine imprecatione 
8 D, 
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> Cauda animalis ; ; & figurate ponitur in for- 
ma imprecationis juxta illud Deut. 28. Theſe names 
ſeemingly ſo different in their nature and meaning are 
2 connected, we ſee, by the idea of execration, which 
is the firſt and ruling fry in each. 

be Quercus. Though Avenarius does not place 
this noun directly under the fame root, Roberſon 
does, and the fame textual letters juſtify him in do- 
ing ſo. If it be aſked how this noun can be related 
| to this root, and ſo be one of the ſame family, I an- 
{wer, its parentage and legitimacy is proved, I think, 
upon the ſtate of execration, which this tree feems 
to be under, When it was the ſymbolical and em- 
blematical tree of the Elobim in paradiſe, whole food, 
being eaten, was the ſacramental teſt of a commu- 
nion with God, as bread and wine are now, it might 
be ſaid to have afforded the moſt delicious repaſt; 
the hiſtory of which firſt ſtate of it was preſerved by 
tradition, according to what is ſaid by 7rbwullus --- Ipſæ 
Mella dabant Quercus; and Tibullus in the place where 
this deſcription occurs, is ſpeaking of the Saturnian 
times; the poetical accounts of which are ſuppoſed 
to be taken from ancient - traditions concerning the 
ſtate of innocence. But upon the ALE's taking place, 
it was made to produce only acorns, which arc put 
in oppoſition to every thing called fruit, and ſo it 
remains in that condition, for a perpetual memorial 
of this event, 


1 


It 
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If theſe authorities be not ſufficient and ſatisfacto- 
ry, the reader may eaſily find enough, without gi- 
ving me the trouble of tranſcribing dictionaries. It 
is undeniable, and I think unconteſted, that there 
are many names for God and Chriſt in the Hebrew 
SS. deſcriptive of their attributes, as they relate to 
man and the economy of redemption ; of which a 
pretty good account is given by Glaſſius in his Ono- 
matologia ; and all theſe authorities were received and 
in foros before Mr. Hutchinſon exiſted. And fince 
the name we are now conſidering, was the firſt by 
which God made himſelf known to the new formed. 
human race, and the only one uſed by Mofes through- 
out the hiſtory of the creation, ſomething remarka- 
bly and peculiarly inſtructive was probably revealed 
by it, for the uſe and ſervice of the firſt Pair; as the 
ſubſequent revelations, and nature of the divine ef- 
ſence, and attributes were neger 0s in a you 
meaſure, by this method. 

Two remarkable - paſſages in the old n 
have, among others, been alledged as inconteſtable 

of the primary meaning of the word ALE. 
Theſe are Deut. XXIX. 12. &c. and Ezek. XVII. In 
the former we read hat thou ſhouldeft enter into cove- 
nant with the Lord thy God, and into his oath. There 
can be no doubt, I think, whoſe oath it was, which 


the 1/raclites were to enter into, or oblige themſelves 


to perform the conditions of, ſo far as they were a- 
ble, and were concerned as acceding parties to ob- 


ſerve. This is implied in their entering into the co- 
venant, 
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venant; and the word My for entering, requires this 
ſenſe, when applied to this purpoſe. But this oath 


or ALE was ſurely, properly ſpeaking, the oath of 


God, and a very particular covenant and oath is re- 
ferred to in verſe 14, to which the Mraelites were ad- 
mitted, and by which they made themſelves liable to 
ſuch penalties, as were imprecated upon, and due to 
the tranſgreſſion and violation of it. It is called 7an 

Dem pactum iſtud. The oath even hat ox" 
Dum furamentum i/iud THE ALE even that. Ac- 
cordingly by this ſolemn admiſſion into the original 
covenant called hat covenant, and that oath, as they 
were entitled upon the performance of the conditions 
to the benefits obtained by it, ſo they made them- 
ſelves liable to many curſes, if they ſhould riolate 
them, as mentioned verſe 2 5. 

The other paſſage in Egeliel is the hiſtory of a 
tranſaction between the kings of Babylon and Fudah. 
The former ſuſpecting the ſincerity of the latter, to 

t a defection, defired the ſecurity of an oath, 
ALE, and ſuch a tovenant, as was uſually ratified by 
that kind of oath. This was done. But Zedekiah 


oY broke through both. The producing this place plain- 


proves, I think, that there was a diſtinct kind of 
uſed in eſtabliſhing what St. Paul calls a 

man's covenant, and the . of it were probably 
kept diſtinct, to preſerve the memory of the original 
2 This verb is uſed for the paſſing between the diviſion of the 


facrifice, whereby the parties to a covenant expreſſed their con- 
ſent, 


cove- 
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covenant, which was the archtype, from whence the 
ceremonies uſed in ſimilar human contracts muſt have 
been taken, ſince they have no marks of human de- 
ſignation, or the leaſt connection with any dictates of 
reaſon, ariſing from a combination of ideas, introdu- 
ced by the ſenſes. What can be inferred by this oath 
being called the oazh of the king of Babylon, and the 
oath of God, I know not, unleſs it be, that the name 
of God was invoked, to evidence the ſincerity and 
purity of the ſwearer's intention, or that it was an 
oath ſimilar to hat made by the Elobim. The king 
of Babylon was a contracting party, and therefore it 
was as properly his oath, as it was the king of Ju- 
dab's. No writer, I truſt, would have it — 
that oaths belong more properly to the perſons who 
adminiſter them, than to ſuch as take them. So that 
I was ſurprized to read in a late pamphlet, that the 
ALE between Abraham and his ſervant Gen. XXIV. 
E was the oath of him who adjured and impoſed 
; NOT the ſervant's who was ſworn. Neither ec- 
deftaſtiea, nor civil ſocieties will think themſelves in- 
debted to the maintainers of ſuch opinions, with re- 
to the effects and conſequences which will pro- 
bably follow a belief of them. Such a way of ſpeak- 
ing or writing may have an evil influence upon hu- 
man actions, whether they be of a private nature, or 
whether they may concern the diſcharge of the pub- 
lic duties and engagements of men, conſidered as 
Chriſtian governors or ſubjects. Oaths are the great 


9 and ſureſt pledge for a pu actual execution, 
and 


* 
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and for a perſonal diſcharge of them with exactneſs 
and fidelity. And the reſpective nature of theſe, as 
well as their application and extent are diſtinguiſhed 
by the ſubject matters and perſons ſwearing, not per- 
ſons adjuring or adminiſtring them. It may be ob- 
ſerved here, to obviate any ill grounded ſuggeſtions, 
that each kind of oath in the very nature of it im- 


plies ſome imprecation in caſe of a violation. So ac- 


cordingly in moſt nations and languages where a God 


and providence are believed in, and relied upon, ſome 
expreſſions equipollent to that of ---- So help me God 
have been uſed, In the oath of a Chriſtian, according 
to this laſt form, with the additional wendy and with 
| the contents of this book, meaning the holy goſpels, the 
protection of God in this life, and the hopes of glory 
and happineſs | in the next are engaged for the perfor- 
mance of it; God being invoked as our creator and 
redeemer, the fountain of all bleſſings temporal and 
eternal. But the oath named ALE, beſides the ge- 
neral penalties incurred by falſe (wearers, ſeems to be 


liable to ſome particular forfeiture, or curſe, and was 


in the nature of a Cherom, or devoted thing, when 


the terms of the covenant ſo ſworn to, were broken. 
This was, and is the caſe of many contracts, where 
ſuch a ſtipulation is entered into. As to the objec- 
tion about Chriſt's not being liable to this ALE, or 
curſe, becauſe he performed every thing he promiſed 
or ſwore todo, ſuch objection carries its own anſwer 


42 Plutarch, as cited by Bp. Sanderſon ſays === ms opxos eig xl 
oo ds. . 
97] D wWoilth 
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with it. To be made a curſe for his brethren, in or- 
der to preſerve them, was one of the things he ſwore 
to perform, and therefore let little We draw the 
concluſion, | 
Should it be doubted wha ALE may indiſpu- 
tably be found as a verb in its given conſtruction in 
the Hebrew SS. if the noun be there, that will give 
the cleareſt and moſt certain idea. For as nouns are 
nomina rerum, exhibiting their nature, and proper- 
ties, and nomina radicalia are allowed a place in Eri. 
cons under that title, they muſt be more ſerviceable 
in giving us right conceptions of beings and things, 
than verbs, which exhibit them only under ſome par- 
ticular circumſtances and conditions. Adam learnt 
his Hebrew from his infallible teacher, by being fo 
thoroughly ac uainted with the nouns, or nomina re- 
rum, that oe, was probably hereby the beſt natural 
| that ever lived. By giving ſuitable names 
he muſt have known the intimate natures of all the 
creation, ſo muſt have had the moſt perfect concep- 
tions of them himſelf, and have been able to. ſpeak 
of them, and communicate his thoughts to others, 
with the trueſt exactneſs and propriety :. and having 
been trained to this method of acquiring and impro- 
ving knowledge, he could not have been fo incuri- 
ous, as not modeſtly to enquire into the name of his 
creator, or not to try how far the etymology of it 
might give him ſome idea of his nature and — 
ſo far as they related to himſelf and the human ſpe- 


cies. | 
The 
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| The Rabbies ſeem induſtriouſſy to have kept out 
ab ght this kind of oath. For the learned Aug. 
Plofer treming of the ſeveral kinds of oaths in his 
Antiq. Ebr. —— at Leipfic 168 2, for which he 
cites the chief Nabbinical authorities, wholly omits, 
as Lightfoor had, the name of the ALE; which I 
confeſs _— me to ſuſpect, that its true meaning, 
when opened, might in the opinion of theſe Rabbies, 
ſerve the Chriſtian hal as, I think, it ee does 
in the caſe under Conſideration. 
I have ſometimes thought that the name of a city, 
mentioned Joſhua XIX, might be impoſed upon it, 
in the way of a memorial, to record this wonderful 
tranſaction, wherein a perſon of the eſſence covenant- 
ed to become a curſe in the fulne/s of time, for pur- 
poſes then declared, and fince revealed and fulfilled. 
The name of this city is {da/a, which the etymolo- 
gills 28 is compounded of the word Þ -- a Hand, 
& the word we have been conſidering. The 
reeds is wa known emblem of power, and emphati- 
_ cally deſcribes it: fo that in this name is intimated 
and implied a conjunction of power and a curſe or 
oath of execration. The reader, in conſidering this 
ſubject, and the affinity between this name and the 
above fi uppoſed ſenſe and defign of the word Aleim, | 
will allow it a proper place and weight, which is all 
I aſk in its behalf. Mr. Hutchinſon has laid the beſt 
foundation that was ever laid for a true hiſtory of the 
ancient idolatry, by explaining the names of the Ca- 
naaniti 8 cities, temples &c. Believers, I think, may 
D 2 male 


28 THE CHRISTIAN: PLAN: 


make a good uſe of this ſcience, by confidering a 
explaining in the ſame way the names of "ny im- 
poſed by the people of God. The cities belonging 
to Zabulm, which was within the inheritance of Ju- 
da, may fairly be ſuppoſed to be more ſignificant of 
the properties and attributes of the Lyon of the tribe 
of Judab, when they were new named by the ra- 
elites, than thoſe of ſome other tribes. 1dalah is one 
of theſe, and ſtands next in Jeſbus to Bethlehem, 
which is ſufficiently explained, and it may therefore 
be ſuppoſed to have a pft meaning as mer | 
confeſſedly has. ” 
One uſcful reflection ariſes frac the mention af 
ons thirway, that there is not a word, 
or perhaps a letter in the book of God, that is unne- 
or ſuperfluous. Here are no weeds, no bar- 
ren land; but the whole is a fair and fruitful pro- 
_ vince, ſtored with an infinite variety of food and re- 
freſhment for the eee ee ee eee ee 


rit and ſoul of man. | 
The two general divifions of oaths into promiſſo- 


ry and execratory, uſed by the * ſchoolmen and emi- 


nent writers well deſcribe and explain, and may pro- 
| bably be founded upon the conſtruction of theſe two 


Hebrew words for ſwearing. Under the former, Light- 
foot ranges juramentum promiſſorium ; and the above 
received conſtructions of the other deſcribe very fully 
the nature of it, and juſtify its diſtinctive name of 


a See Amun. Sec. Sec. Sanderſor's Pralect de Juram. Ke. Fr 
| execra- 
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execratory. But as there is another word which ſeems 
in its meaning to have ſome reference to the ALE, 
and has been taken notice of by ſome in this view, I 
ſhall briefly conſider it in this place. It is the word 
for that ſort of curſe which is ſuppoſed to be the ef- 
fect of imprecation uſed in the oath ALE, by which 
it is ſpecially diſtinguiſhed. This word, we are told, 
comes from Sp, which is thus interpreted by Con. 
Lircber, proprie alleviars vel pondere vel honore vel 
exiſtimatione, & opponitur verbo 139%, 

Now upon a ſuppoſition that a covenant was made 
before all worlds between the three perſons of the di- 
vine eſſence, and that ht covenant was ratified by 
ſwearing, this tranſaction muſt have been the original 
and foundation of oaths. But in this, as in other in- 
ſtances, where the ſame words are uſed to deſcribe 
the actions or perfections of the Deity, and the ſimi- 
lar actions and operations of the human mind and its 
faculties, (as when we ſpeak of the juſtice, wiſdom, 
goodneſs &c. of God and man) there is an analogy 
between them, though they differ in kind as well as 
degree, this community of names ſerves to give us 
true, though not adequate ideas of what is predica- 
ted of the Deity. And this obſervation will illuſtrate 
the caſe before us. The oath of God and man, though 
agreeing in one general reſemblance, or correſpon- 


a Mr. Hutchinſon has a very learned and inſtructive treatiſe 
upon this word, entitled glory or gravity, wherein the phy/ical 
and correſponding ſpiritual meaning of it is opened and ex- 


dence 
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dence of ideas, are widely different in ſome impor- 
tant reſpects; for inſtance, the oath of man is prin- 
cipally deſigned ad fidem faciendam, that of the Deity 
ad enarrandum decretum & voluntatem roms e 
dam majori cum ſolennitate. 

From a tradition concerning this tranſaktiom the 
ancient heathen poets muſt have taken many of their 
deſcriptions concerning the declarations and ſanctions 
of their ſupreme God, as they cannot, I think be 
deemed human inventions. Hence, as learned men 
have obſerved, are derived their Zws opus, Jupiter fee- 
derator, and their auguſt deſcriptions of Jupiter's 
publiſhing his decrees, and the manner of their re- 
ception among all the celeſtial inhabitants _ enn 
Suh roles, 

But as the ALE or execratory oak; ſo called From 
the ſecond perſon's engaging proviſionally to redeem 
man, by ſuffering and becoming a curſe for him, for 
which end he was to aſſume the human nature and 
to become incarnate, was the principal part of the 
ſcheme of redemption, the perſons covenanting to ef- 
ſect this gracious deſign might with great propriety 
be denominated Aleim. For though the ſecond per- 


fon undertook the part of becoming a curſe in his 


humanity, yet the other two perſons of the effence 
took and performed their reſpective parts in the exe- 
cution of this amazing plan of —— All the 
contracting parties were therefore ALEIM, and were 
to be conſidered under that relation, till the media- 
torial ſcheme ſhould be ä and God ſhould 
be all in all. "Dy . 
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By this time, I hope, it appears, that the original 
covenant of the Elobim, of which farther evidence, 
not to be queſtioned, will be given, in what is to fol- 
low, conſiſted of two parts; the firſt was an engage 
ment, to create this world --- the ſecond was an en- 
gagement for the proviſional redemption of mankind. 
The two Hebrew words for ſwearing exactly correſ- 
| pond with this ſuppoſed ſtate of this caſe. The 
Shebah or Miſbbang relates principally to the firſt 
part, though conſidered generally, as a promiſſory 
and aſſertory oath, which Sander/on places under the 
ſame head, it cxtendenl much farther, and reaches to 
the end of all things, the final ſeventh and ſabbath, 
as. will be obſerved more particularly a little below. 
N ow as the word Shebah ſignifies ſeven, or the firſt 
periect revolution of time, from the ſeveral acts and 
ts of the creation, which were in their courſe of 
produttion, and were compleated in that time, the 
name of the oath, ratifying the decree in that part, 
may be ſuppoſed to be annexed to the ſame word, to 
perpetuate the occaſion and memory of this tranſac- 
tion. The addition of the paſſive Mun to this noun, 
might well ſhew, that when Moſes committed the 
hiſtory of the creation to writing, this part of the 
promiſe was performed and the action over. When a 
pronoun ſingular is affixed to this verb and predica- 
ted of the Deity, the unity of the divine Being may 
be intended to be thereby intimated, as the plurality 
is by the Mun prefixed, For the dodtrine of a Tri- 
nity, or plurality of perſons in unity is pointed out 
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to our obſervation by the H. Ghoſt in mat 
by proper expreſſions, and aſcertained by 
writing, not to be eaſily perverted: by a eng con- 
ſtruction. Thus we read in Joſhua XXIV - 19 

tNDBvYÞPp Dx Deus, Elobim ſantti ipſe, as the 
words are literally and truly rendered in the interli- 
near verſion of Mont. bible. The Mun likewiſe con- 
ſidered as denoting the firſt perſon Ry. muſt prove 
that more perſons than one were concerned in this 
oath, and in the act of creation: A Nun of the fu- 
ture ſignifies that there was a promiſſory oath of which 
a N ſtill to be performed in fuvurs. But 
the oath of the mediator or God-man, which is par- 
ticularly mentioned Hebreus VI. and which will be 
ſoon laid before the n with 3 cblervaions, 
down, viz. the promifſory and execrat Hewes 
concerned in the former, inaſmuch as hy Was 
created by him, for without him was not any thing 


made that was made. In the redemption part, he at- 


n The divini 
promiſed to form the humani aſſiſt and —.— | 
it with all neceſſary ſup plies rom time to time, till 
the body 3 be ee in its expiring moments, 
that it might die in order to put the finiſhing ſtroke 
to this intereſting and aſtoniſhing ſcene of infinite 
. wiſdom and mercy. After the determination of this 
event, an everlaſting kingdom was promiſed to the 
man Chriſt Ye 7 ew and a poſterity and progeny which 
ſhould be without number * without end. _—_ | 
promuſ-- 
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promiſſory oath he was to be a prieſ for ever af- 
ter the order. of Melchiſedek, and thereby admit his 
friends and followers into the true holy of holies, 
- himſelf appearing in the higheſt regal dignity up- 
on an everlaſting throne of glory. With regard to. 
the humanity, he ſtipulated * (and no perſon who 
was not God as well as man could be a party with 
the other high contracting powers) to pay a per- 
fect obedience to the divine will and laws, and pro- 
miſed the performance of all righteouſneſs, which it 
became him to perform, who was to be without ſin, 
that he 'might not be chargeable with any omiſſion 
of duty, or commiſſion of actual crimes. He could 

not have born or atoned for the iniquities of others, 
had he been laden with any guilt of his own. He 

therefore engaged to ſuffer the divine wrath, due to 
all tranſgreſſors, that is, to all other men; was con- 
tented for this purpoſe, to be for a little time — ga n 
(during his abode in theſe lower regions) /ower than 
the angels, to paſs through the various, ſad, ſcenes of 
human miſery and diſtreſs, and at laſt, upon the croſs 

to empty himſelf of all his glory, by which, and his 


2 @ Thereby our Redeemer laid himſelf under the obligation of 
a perſonal duty, to be performed on his own account, and the 
payment of a debt or penalty, to be undergone for his forfeiting 
and inſolvent brethren. | | | 
The words of Bp. Sanderſon, in the tract above cited, aptly 
deſcribe theſe engagements, reſpondet duplici huic debito duplex 
item obligatio, Tue plan? denominationis: obhigatio ſc. ad offi- 
cium faciendum, & obhigatio ad ſipplicium perferendum. i 


=: long 
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long courſe of ſufferings, he fully explained the mean- 
ing of the word KaLaL, and the original intention 
and primary deſigned application of it. He became 
of no reputation, was deſpiſed and rejected f Mer, 
ſuffered the moſt ignominious kind of death under 
the moſt aggravating circumſtances, as a common, 
or rather, uncommon malefactor. The word Eloah 
therefore, which ſo frequently occurs in the SS. and 
is rendered God, moſt properly and eminently de- 
ſcribes this ſufferer, ſuppoſing it to be the participle 
paſſive of the verb 58. And ſuch a remarkable a- 
ent of facts and circumſtances ſtrongly plead 
for this ſenſe and conſtruction, where plain rules and 
laws do not claſh with, and exclude ſuch an rene | 
tation. 

Minute diſquiſitions bout ſpecs and dots, and Rab- 
binical inventions of arbitrary rules or exceptions are 
not within the compaſs of my preſent deſign. The 
noble evidence ariſing from a view of that harmony 
and concent of parts, which opens upon us, in ſup- 
poſing that Elah ſignifies one of the Aleim, who 
made himſelf a curſe for us, and ſuffered according- 
ly, is ſufficient evidence for my own ſatisfaction and 
conviction, and ſuch as demand more, muſt wait till 
it is given, and till it be reaſonable for them, or their 
adherents to expect more. But I cannot forbear adding 

in this place, what Robertſon ſays 1 in his concordance 


5 - — theſe deſcriptions with the how n of 


under 
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under the root 158 being Numb. 8 r. in the Quart 
printed at London 1680. His conſtruction of it as a 
verb is juravit, maledixit, adjuravit, juramento ad- 
ftrinxit eſe vel alterum additd imprecatione, Inde 1. 
No. , —- execratio. Sed non tantum e juramen- 
tum execrationis, quo quis ſe ita aftringit, ſed etiam 
interdum conjuratio cum aliis addita execratione par- 
tis violaturæ pactum; at Faw eft tantum juramen- 
tum, fine imprecatione mali: Hinc hr genus arbo- 
ris -- vox Latina ilex, ab Hebraica non abludit -- ilex 
ſpecies quercuum &c. &c. The reader, I hope, will pe- 
ruſe the whole, and examine his proofs -- His opinion 
1s clear, I think, in making the various interpreta- 
tions derivatives from the fame root, though he ſeems 
to beſpeak ſome indulgence for his old acquaintance 
the Rabbies, in his prefixt diſſertation concerning the 
names of God. There are, he ſays (an expreſſion, I 
think, ſignifying but few) who derive the word Elo- 
him from an ancient verb 158, which is till in uſe 
among the Arabians (but Hebrew notwithſtanding, ) 
ſignifying to worſhip, and D him who ought to 
be worſhipped, a derivative from 58 notwithſtand- 
ing the mappik : others derive it from the Hebrew 
PR /uravit &c. as above. But the He d in -&, 
ſays he, being mappicked, ſeems to oppoſe this opi- 
nion — Comparing theſe remarks with what he ſays 
afterwards under the radix N, one of the two opi- 
nions, viz. the Arab-derivation muſt be ſet down on- 

ly for form ſake, and therefore, I think, wants no o- 
ther refutation, eſpecially as he adds in his diſſerta- 
| E 2 tion 


"IR r ee nent 1 . 29 — 
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tion, that R. Abarbanel acknowledges that the word 
e Deut. XXXII. 17. ſignifies Deus. See what i is 


ſaid above in page 24 
Such as have been chiefly converſant in nien 


tracts of divinity, may, I fear, be induced to believe, 
that the great, ſublime truth, as above repreſented, is 
a matter of mere ſpeculation, or perhaps nothing more 
than a private whim and opinion peculiar to ſome 
late writers, who are men of no figure or character 
in the church, that is, dignified and diſtinguiſhed by 
no titles or preferments. Theſe therefore have no 
greater regard or authority than the poor wiſe man 
had, whoſe advice had ſaved the city. But Solomon 


tells us, that no man remembered that ſame poor man, | 


whoſe wiſdom delivered the city -- Eocleſ. IX. 15. of 
which he aſſigns the cauſe in the following verſe 
The poor man's wiſdom is deſpiſed and his words are 
not heard, adding for the comfort of the poor man 
ſo deſpiſed -- The words of wiſe men are heard in quiet 


more than the cry of him that ruleth among fools. Both 


are deſpiſed — rejected for the very ſame reaſon; 
though their labours and endeavours might, by the 
bleſſing of God, and the allowance of a free courſe 


and uninterrupted. flow of operation, fave the moſt 


valuable part of every city. The buſineſs indeed of 
ſome writers, who are called ſound, Chriſtian Divines, 
ſeems to be, to perſwade the world, that Chriſtianity 

is not older than the incarnation of our Lord, and 


thereby they give a more degrading notion of its inſti- 
tution, than even Tindal himſelf 4. though the an- 


cient 
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cient Fewiſh church, as appears from the · Targums, 


and even from Talmud, were well acquainted with 


this high antiquity of the mediatorial ſyſtem. 
As the book of P/alms contains many remarkable 
paſſages, which have a direct aſpect this way, it will 
be proper to take notice of a few to introduce and 
explain, what will be produced from the new teſta- 
ment, in confirmation of the ſame point; many paſ- 
ſages and expreſſions in the latter being taken ſrom 
the former, and applied by the inſpired penman. Such 
applications and interpretations are not to be evaded 
or contradicted, inaſmuch as prophets and apoſtles 
are alike the ſcribes of the ſelf ſame ſ pirit, always dic- 
tating the ſame truths, though at ſundry times and 
in divers manners. As this paſlage is referred to in 
the margin of our bible in Prov. VIII. 23 — the exa- 
mination of that ſcripture will greatly illuſtrate and 
confirm the ſuppoſed ſenſe of this, and tend to prove 
the point under conſideration, 05 r in our 
tranſlation I was ſet up from everlaſting - Lat. Mont. 
A ſeculo principium habui. The bolam or feculum, 


c 

4 Gen. 3. 24. Targ. J. B. Uzziel cited in Mr. Hutchinſon's 
gry or gravity -- Antequam crearetur mundus creavit legem. -- Hie- 
roſol. Antequam crearetur mundus duobus millibus annorum. Gro- 
tius upon Eph. 1. 3, 4. Sic legem fuſe ante mundum aiunt Hebret. 
Vid. Thalmudem de Votis. 

b Expoſitto ejus eſt tegmen, operimentum, aut fuſio &c. A fu- 
dit, libavit -- unxit, ordinavit, conſtituit, inautoravit, regnare fecit. 
Niphal pa conflitutus, ordinatus, unc tus fuit, regnavit, principa— 
tum habutt, Princeps conftitutus fuit. M. de Calas. 


here 
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here underſtood, mult be 2b of Chriſtianity. So that - 


_ a ſeeulo or as ſome render it * ante ſeculum muſt be ar, 
from, or before the commencement of that ſyſtem. 
The other word here rendered /t up, and in Pſal. II. 
6. Jet, properly ſignifies the ceremonial of inaugura- 
tion. Its literal conſtruction is 20 pour forth, and im- 
pa libation or ſuch a fufien, as was uſed, when per- 
ons or things were ſanctified or conſecrated, by pour- 
ing oil upon them, as typical of the holy ſpirit. And 
as in fuſion, the perſon or thing poured upon is as it 
were, covered over by that action, anointing and co- 
vering are uſed to denote the ſame thing, or the cauſe 
and effect. See Ifaiah XXX. 1. So Elias being com 
manded to anoint E//ba, he did it, by throwing his 
mantle over him, which was to all intents and pur- 
Poſes anointing him. From the undoubted interpre- 
tation therefore of theſe words, the true ſenſe of them 
muſt be, in an eaſy and juſt paraphraſe as follows, 
«I was inaugurated, anointed or conſecrated to my 
ec high —2 of king, prieſt, and prophet, upon the 
« beginning of the Chriſtian ſcheme or fyſtem. And 
this, I think, muſt have been in purſuance of the co- 
venant and decree publiſhed and declared upon that 
day, as Robertſon ſpeaks, filius Dei qui eſt ſapientia, 
ante ſecularia tempora, declaratus eft rex, coram an- 
gelis Dei. As the Arians acknowledge, that Chrift 
is underſtood here under the word wiſdom, it may 


4 The Mem prefixed to the ſeveral nouns in this paſſage re- 
quires this — | | 


be 
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be needleſs to offer any thing in proof of it. The Fa- 
thers, as cited by Salazar, interpret many of theſe 
expreſſions concerning wiſdom, of the humanity of 
Chriſt in whom the Arians acknowledged but one 
nature. He adds a curious obſervation upon the LXX 
_ verſion of Iſai. XXX. 1. which they render ou-2a; 
&c. Forte reſpexerunt, lays this learned man, ad c 
Ks Græcorum : nam criden Mess ma eft CUNT aliquo de 
PACE PACISCI --- And was not this the ſubject of 
this covenant and the intent .of this inauguration, 
when our redeemer was conſtituted (xxla2m Bans 
prout LXX upon Pſalm II. v. 6) king and prieſt, to 
mediate our peace and to make reconciliation? But 
St. Ferom's comment upon ego autem conſtitutus ſum 
rex ab eo Plal.II. v. 6. is worthy particular attention. 
Ego autem (vox Chriſti) ab eo-- Deo patre -- Though 
the ſame Hebrew word be uſed Prov. VIII. 23. and 
. Pſalm II. 6. the LXX have uſed two words 1 in tranſ- 
lating it. | 

But I have anticipated what belongs to the evi- 
dence of Pſalm II. 5, 6, 7. which I now proceed to 
conſider — There we read yet have I /et my king up- 
on my holy hill of Zion, I will declare the decree, the 
Lord hath ſaid unto me, thou art my ſon this day have 
J begotten thee --- Mr. Hutchinſon obſerves upon this 
place © the duration of this world was divided into fix 
Cor ſeven days, ſo Palm II. 7. Thou art my ſon, this day 
ce have I begotten thee, was the day of Chrift, the com- 
emencement of Chriſtianity. This decree was em- 


phatically verified in ſeveral manifeſtations of our 
Lord 
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Lord, upon more occaſions or days chan one, ſo that 
each might be called hir or that day. The firſt was, 
when the decree was firſt made, by covenant between 
the three perſons, to which Rev. XXI. 5. refers, 
and by which it is ſatisfactorily . And he 
that ſate upon the throne ſaid -- 7 -- I will be his God 
and be ſhall be my ſon. The ee. day, or occaſion 
was, when the l. begotten was brought into the 
world Heb. I. A third is applied Acts XIII. to the 
reſurrection of Chriſt from the grave. The word de- 
clare ſignifies to ſet forth, record, and promulgate, 
as human laws are, when they are enacted by proper 
authority, for the obſervance of thoſe to whom they 
are binding; and St. Jerom calls the matter of this 
firſt decree or ſtatute law * doctrinam evangelii. The 
conſecration of the ſon of f God to his everlaſting prieſt- 
hood ſeems to have been performed, as hath been ob- 
ſerved, upon this firſt day of Chriſtianity, when pro- 
miſe with an oath was made; as is farther ſhewn in 
that declaration which is ſet down Pſalm CX. 4. the 
Lord hath fworn and will not repent (implying, I 
think, that God might alter upon a change of cir- 
cumſtances ſome promiſſory oaths as well as threats 
wm with his veracity) thou art a prieft for e- 


a V.s. in orig. Hexapla ed. Ang. 414 -— in hocum, ſays xa- 
mf Mur ets Otov Alger -- annuntians in Deum teftamentum. Gro- 
tius ſays upon John XVII. 5. Chaldeus ns an es ad Pſal. LXII. 
Ante ſolem præparatum eft nomen Me 

See what the crit. ſacri or Poole ſay upon this enarration or de- 
cree, and particularly their interpretation of D 


ver 
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ver after the order of Melchiſedek. To this paſſage 
the author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews expreſſly re- 
fers, Hebrews VII. citing theſe very words, verſe 17. 
with ſuch a reſtraining circumſtance at v. 20. 21. as 
fixes the time of this conſecration of the ſon of God, 
and confirms the whole truth above ſuppoſed and laid 
down. Theſe words are fo full and pertinent that I muſt 
ſet them down here --- verſe 20. And inaſmuch as not 
without an oath was he made a prieſt, 21. For thoſe 
prieſts were made without an oath; but this with an 
oath; by him that ſaid unto him the Lord fware and 
will not repent, thou art a prieſt for ever after the or- 
der of Melchiſedek. What is ſaid Hebrews X. 7. may be 
here properly inſerted, as inconteſtably, I think, be- 
longing to the covenant and tranſactions of the ſame 
day, according to Dr. Hammond's paraphraſe upon 
the place. The text and paraphraſe are thus --- 
The text ſays --- Then ſaid I lo I come (in the vo- 
lume of the book it is written of me) to do thy will, O 
God -- The paraphraſe is, therefore I, that is, Chriſt 
« come (according to what he had undertaken and 
« bound himſelf by bond to his Father, in order to 
that great work of our redemption) to perform 
c whatſoever thou, my God, ſhalt require of me.” If 
this ſecurity was not given on the day of the com- 
mencement of Chriſtianity, which was ſurely the moſt 
proper time for it, when and where was it given? 
Bp. Patrick allows, as do the Nabbies, his lordſhip 
ſays, that this Pſalm is applicable only to Chriſt, ſo 
that the colloquy mentioned Pſalm CX. ver. 1. _— 
7 F = + 
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the Lord ſaid unto my Lord &c. muſt refer to what 
paſſed on this firft day -— I with the learned Prelate 
had omitted one part of the argument prefixed to 
this Pſalm, where he ſays, that there is contained in 
this Plalm a plain prediction of the divinity of Chriſt. 
The phraſeology of predicting divinity is fo far from 
being intelligible, that it ſeems to be a contradiction 
in terms. I wiſh likewiſe that he had been more 
careful to render to the God-man his due, in the ge- 
neral courſe of his comment upon the Pſalms and 
Proverbs. This is a deſideratum in Pſalm LXXXIX. 
part of which I ſhall now cite to ſtrengthen my pre- 
fent argument. 
Ihe fatal folly of the us in making the means 
the end, and reſting in the types which pointed to 
Chriſt, and were defigned only to lead them thither, 
brou ght upon them the ruin of their church and na- 
tion, — all the calamities and miſeries conſequent 
thereupon — and is the occaſion of the veil ſtill con- 
tinuing over their eyes and hearts at this day. They 
have ſpared no endeavours to bring the ſame judg- 
ments upon us, by ſuggeſting a /zera/ interpretation 
of many types, as the only true one; thereby to de- 
ive us of the nobleſt evidences of our religion, and 
the moſt illuſtrious prophetical deſcriptions of king 
Meſfah. Their ſucceſs has been too great, as muſt be 
obſerved by thoſe, who have had occaſion to peruſe 
commentators upon the holy books. But the book of 
Pſalms has ſuffered moſt remarkably by this kind of 


profanation, from the pens and antifice of theſe men. 
Satan 
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Satan ſeems to have been very buſy, in obſcuring 
the glorious repreſentations of that king and kingdom, 
which were to vanquiſh and triumph over him and the 

of darkneſs by a compleat victory and extinc- 
tion of his powers and dominion. And this is to be 
done, he knows, by perſwading mankind to acqui- | 
eſce in a dead letter, without attending to any typi- 
cal meaning or myſtical aſpect. For theſe deſcrip- 
tions placed in this juſt and firſt intended point of 
view muſt neceſſarily be moſt hateful monuments to 
the Devil and his angels, as they are ſtanding and 
unalterable aſſurances of their everlaſting miſery and 
deſtruction. The removal of ſuch tokens out of their 
view would pe give them a little preſent eaſe ; 
but the Coldiers © of Fo ſus Chriſt need —_ one would 
think, lend their aſſiſtance, in taking down trophies, 
which do ſo much honour to the captain of our fal- 
vation, and give life and fpirit to all who fight un- 
der his banner. Examples of this baſe, unaccounta- 
ble- practice may be given from the comments upon 
almoſt every Plalm. But I muſt content myſelf at 
preſent with an exemplification of what is here ob- 
ſerved in a few remarks, upon the Pſalm before us. 
The chief parts of it are not capable of being applied 
to any but Chriſt, though the greateſt art and vio- 
lence have been uſed to diſtort them, and make their 
| ſenſe and meaning terminate in what happened to 
the king of 1/-ae/. To be particular We read verſe 3. 
T have made a covenant with my choſen, I have ſworn 


unto David my ſervant. 4. Thy _= will I eftabliſh for 


ever, 
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ever, and build up (Heb. I have built) 7 throne to 
all generations. 5 And the heavens praiſe thy 
wonders (Heb. wonderful or wond = O Lord, 
= faithfulneſs alſo in the congregation of the ſaints. 
he ſpeaker throughout this paſſage is God, as there 
is ya wa in the text to warrant a change in this re- 
ſped. The perſon of whom he ſpeaks is called 2 
choſen. The ſubject is an account of ſome important 
declaration formerly to David concerning the perpe- 
tual eftabliſhment of a kingdom in him and his fa- 
mily. David, we know is by interpretation the Ge- 
loved one. The king of 1/rael might be called fo in a 
lower ſenſe, as he might, by being preferred to his bre- 
thren, in the appointment of a — to Saul, be call- 

ed by God y choſen. But both theſe titles and deſcrip- 
tive . belong to him a rw who was the 
root and the offspring of David, to whom a voice 
from heaven ſaid how art my beloved ſon in whom I 
am well pleaſed. There are . marks and circum- 
ſtances in theſe verſes which muſt determine the ap- 
plication to the latter David, and exclude entirely 
the king of 1/rael ſo named. I do not find, upon 
rod ew the proofs referred to by commentators, 
and the hiſtory of David in the book of Samuel, that 
God ever an a covenant, properly ſo called, with 

him. King David made a league with his ſubjects, | 
when there might be, and were, I ſuppoſe, ſtipula- 
tions of protection and obedience, which are uſual at 
a prince's firſt coming to the throne, and perhaps a 


coronation oath was given, for a more ſolemn ratifi- 
cation 
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cation and ſecurity. There ſeems to have been in- 
deed a farther limitation of the Redeemer's human 
extract, and an aſſurance given by Matban the pro- 
phet, that he ſhould be of the family of David 2 Sam. 
VII. 12. But the ſeed to whom a perpetual eſtabliſh- 
ment of a kingdom is therein promiſed, can be none 
other than the N ie, who, upon the fall, was pro- 
miſed, the very perſon who ſhould break the Serpent's 
head. This kingdom was to be an everlaſting king- 
dom. He alone was to be and to have that light in 
himſelf, which he had power to communicate and 
place in his children, which is mentioned 2 Chron. 
XXI. 7. No other throne was eſtabliſhed for ever &c. 
or any other throne of ſuch duration, as to continue 
from generation to generation till time ſhould be no 
more. Biſhop Pazrick obſerves that a period was put 
to king David's family and kingdom in the days of 
Jeboialin or of Zedekiah. 

If theſe arguments be not concluſive, the next verſe 
will furniſh us with ſomething that is unanſwerable. 
God would never uſe the ſtyle, O Lord, when-ſpeak- 
ing of or to the king of Jrael, though he ſays to his 
own ſon, tby throne O God is for ever and ever 
Neither would the heavens be employed in praiſing a 
temporary monarch, much leſs would the congrega- 
tion of ſaints or believers make ſuch a one the object 
and ſubject of praiſe and adoration. From theſe pre- 
miſes I conclude, that the covenant and oath, men- 
tioned in verſe 3 muſt be thoſe, which were made be- 


tween God the father and God the ſon, when the de- 


Cree 
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cree referred to in Pſalm II. was made, and I refer 
the reader to what hath been ſaid above upon that 
place, and the authorities there ſet down. It is in- 
cumbent upon ſuch as arbitrarily reject this evidence, 
to aſſign any time ſince the creation of the world, 
when ſuch a covenant was made between the perſons 
of the eſſence, or the eſſence and humanity of Chriſt, 
and that ratified by an oath. 

The paſſages now cited, from the book of Pſalms, 
will naturally direct and lead a believer to enquire 
and examine, what correſponding images of the fame 
truth are to be found in the new teſtament. If there 
be ſuch, the united evidence, when compared, will 

be ſtrong and irreſiſtible. The few following texts 
muſt, I think, give full ſatisfaction, and be admitted 
as undeniable witneſſes of this fact, as long as ſound 
common ſenſe, and an honeſt unprejudiced mind, may 
be allowed to be the beſt expoſitors of all writings, 
where the expreſſions are in themſelves fimple and no 
way ambiguous. It is written then, St. John XVII. 5. 
And now, O father, glorify thou me with thine own 
ſelf with the glory, ey JI had with thee * before the 
world was, 1 Cor. 11. 7. but we ſpeak the wiſdom of 
God in a myſtery, even . hidden wiſdom, which G 
ordained before the world unto our glory. 2 Tim. 1.9. 
Who hath ſaved us, and called us with an holy calling, 


a des ram atwvice) === ante multa tempora, ut dicitur dicto Roma 
norum loco. Refi? ante multa tempora: nam prafiguratum hoc non 
tantum in Abrahamo, & Melchiſedecho, Jed & in Noe & Eno- 


cho, & Abele. Grotius, upon Rom. XVI. 25. 


Not 
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not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpoſe and grace, which was given us in Chriſt Fe- 
ſus before the world began, Titus I. 2. In hope of e- 
ternal life, which God that cannot lie promiſed before 
the world began. Rom. XVI. 25, Vow to him that 
ts of power to eſtabliſh you according to my Goſpel and 
the preaching of Feſus Chriſt according to the revela- 
tion of the myſtery which was kept ſecret fince the world 
began &c. If the reader deſires more ſcriptural evi- 
dence he may be ſupplied out of the fame book with 
more texts. But the few here ſet down muſt plainly 
and undeniably prove that ſomething was tranſacted - 
between the perſons in the divine eſſence, before the 
creation of this world, which had relation to the hap- 
pineſs and falvation of man. It is likewiſe evident, I 
think, that the covenant termed by Divines pactum 
Dei patris & filii was before the world was. But as 
the VI. chapter of the epiſtle to the Hebrews furniſh- 
es ſomething upon this ſubject, which demands a par- 
ticular attention with regard to the oath, which paſ- 
ſed upon the occaſion of the original covenant, it 
- ought to have a diſtinct conſideration. We read verſe 
17, 18. of this chapter. ¶ herein. God willing more 
abundantly to ſhew unto the heirs of promiſe the inmu- 
tability of his counſel confirmed it by an oath, that by 
two immutable things in which it was impoſſible for God 
to lie, we might have a ſlrong conſolation &c. 


a The verb iow. indiſputably fignifies medratorem agere. 
Scapula, Conſtan. Suicer. &c. Duca res, quarum Deum non pan- 
tet, ſunt promiſſum ubi impleta eſt ejus conditio, & juramentum. 

| Para- 
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Paraphraſts and expoſitors have not done juſtice, I 

humbly conceive, to the inſpired writer in their in- 
terpretation of theſe two verſes. By the #wo immuta-. 
ble things herein mentioned, they have frequently un- 
derſtood the decree or declaration, and the oath of 
| God. But the decree or declaration of God hath been 
ſometimes changed, upon an alteration of circumſtan- 
ces and behaviour in the perſon or people to whom 
it was directed. We muſt therefore look for ſome 
particular promiſe, confirmed by an oath, which had 
been, in many reſpects, fulfilled ; the viſible and un- 
deniable execution of which was /o far a ſafe anchor 
and conſolation, whereupon a comfortable expectation 
might be founded, that there would ſurely be a punctual 
fulfilling of what remained and was engaged for. Tho' 
our ſhip muſt be beat upon by the ſtorms and waves 
of a troubled tempeſtuous world, a fiducial reliance 
upon that perpetual ſerenity and delightful calm and 
reſt, which muſt, by promiſe, ſoon ſucceed, as it is 
an expectation ſo firmly grounded, may be termed 
an anchor of the ſoul, that will keep it ſteady and 
ſuperiour to all attacks and diſtreſſes. Now upon a 
ſuppoſition that the oath of the mediator or God-man 
(by which this 18th verſe ſays he mediated) was both 
PR and execratory, and regarded the two 
great and principal works of the Elobim, viz. the 


creation of the world and the redemption of man, 
theſe two engagements, having been ſo far actually 
performed, as to be ſtrictly called unchangeable, might 
be probably alluded to in this place, and might be 


Pro- 


THE CHRISTIAN PLAN. 49 
propoſed as ſure and infallible tokens, that the re- 
maining part of the promiſe, made by the divinity to 
the humanity, ſhould be as certainly fulfilled as the - 

former and paſt hath been, by Chriſt's admitting all 
the faithful into the real holy of holies, where our 
Melchiſedek, the king of peace and righteouſneſs is 
already entered, and making interceſſion for us. This 
circumſtance, being ſet down in the concluding verſe 
of this chapter, gives ſtrength and confiſtency, I think, 
to the interpretation here offered, and is no lender 
evidence, that the apoſtle had this tranſaction of the 
original covenant in his view, ſince mentioning the 
promiſe to Melchiſedek plainly points to this day, by 
its being ſpecially called an * oazh or promiſe, which 


God would not repent of or change, agreeable to the 
aus/a%m rendered by us immutable, And this promiſe 
of an everlaſting prieſthood to the humanity, is ſup- 
ported under-the deſcription of this peculiar and em- 
phatical aſſurance, that God cannot lie, or will not 
repent. This council or decree was, in the opinion 
of Eftius as cited in Pool, de Regno & Sacerdotio 

Chriſti. 

Mr. Made, in his curious and learned diſcourſe up- 
on the obfervation of the ſabbath, greatly ſtrength- 


ens, I think, the interpretation here given, in anſwer- 


ing an objection that ſeemed to lie againſt the opi- 


2 That the oath called Nj ;/pbang was of the promiſſory kind, 
and therefore called by the name of oath and promiſe, is evident 
from the verſion of the LXX. and the word eaxye@Mapeas being 
uſed to expreſs the ſame thing in the _ to the Hebrews. 

| | | nion 
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nion which he had advanced. But might not (will 
ce ſome ſay) the Chriſtian as well have obſerved the 
“ Fewiſh for his ſeventh day, as the day he doth? I 
ce anſwer, no; he might not: For in ſo doing, he 
« ſhould ſeem not to acknowledge his g 0h to 
ce be already performed, but ſtill _— 
Our redemption, though promiſed, was not exe- 
cuted and performed ad extra, till the reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the grave. Then, and not before, it 
was, with d to us, an immutable thing, as being 
| paſt, and as really and unalterably ſettled, as the act 
of creation was before. So that here were two immu- 
table things, counſelled and decreed before all worlds. 
Theſe were indeed, with regard to the Elobim (whoſe 
and the completion of it make but one and the 
fame act) already accompliſhed. But they were not 


Anat fevihe-fons of men by a real and exter- 


nal 'accompliſhment, till :he fune/s of time was come. 
That deliverance from the Egyptian bondage, and 
the oppreſſion of Pharaoh, which was ordered to be 
commemorated on the Jewiſh ſabbath Deut. verſe 1 5. 
typified that redemption from the captivity of fin, 
and the tyranny of Satan, which was to be perform- 
ed by our Lord and leader, as the other had been ef- 
fected by his great type, Mofes. I would obſerve by 
the by, that the ſabbath day was probably altered 
upon the 1/rae/ites going out of Egypt, in memory 
of their miraculous deliverance, as the beginning of 
the year was, when that farther reaſon of the inſti- 


tution, — in _ text juſt cited, was ſuper- 
added. 


„ 
„ 
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added. Before that time, the ſame day was probably 
obſerved, for this uſe, from the creation to that new ap- 

nent, and the patriarchal church commanded be- 
levers to keep i it holy, and commemorate in an eſpecial 


manner the act of creation, and to call upon their E- 


lohim, as the ſole omnipotent creator of heaven and 


earth. Mr. Medes argument to prove, that the day 


for the obſervation of the ſabbath was altered ſoon 


after the 1/-aelites came into the wilderneſs, ſeems to 


be concluſive --- Take it in his own words. 


Certain J am, fays he, the Jews kept not that day 
for a ſabbath (viz, Saturday) till the raining of Man- 


« ya: For that which ſhould have been their ſabbath 
the week before, had they then kept the day, which 
« afterwards they kept, was the fifteenth day of the 
cc ſecond month, on which we read XVI. Exodus, that 
« they marched a weariſome march, and came at 


night into the wilderneſs of Sin, ſin they mur- 


c mured for their poor entertainment, and wiſhed 
they had died in Egypt: that night the Lord ſent 


ce them quails, the next morning it rained Manna, 


_ < which was the ſixteenth day, and ſo fix days toge- 


ce ther; the ſeventh, which was the two and twenti- 
« eth, it rained none, and that day they were com- 
« manded to keep for their ſabbath : now if the two 
« and twentieth day of the month were the ſabbath, 


e the fifteenth ſhould have been, if that day had been 


« kept before; but the text tells us expreſſly, they 
* marched that day; and, which is ſtrange, the day 
ce of the month is never named, unleſs it be once, for 

- G 2 any 
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« any ſtation but this, where the ſabbath was ordain- 
ec ed; otherwiſe it could not have been known, that 
cc that day was ordained for a day of reſt, which be- 
« fofe was nn... e 
When the day was altered and the additional rea- 
ſon given, the act of redemption was to be expreſſly 
acknowledged upon the ſabbatb, though then appa- 
rent only under type and figure. The Chriſtian ſab- 
bath / is deſigned for a commemoration of both theſe 
great and ineſtimable bleſſings and gifts, as being ac- 
tually compleated and granted beyond revocation. 80 
that the prophecy of Ezeke/ XX. 20. is hereby ful- 
filled, inaſmuch as the Lord's ſabbaths are à fign be- - 
tween him and us to acknowledge that Jehovah is our 

à Not only juſtifiable therefore, by a parity of reaſon, but 
| alſo was the Chriſtian alteration of the ſeventh or ſab- 
bath day. If the Iſrachtes were ordered to change the deſignation 


1 of the firſt appointed day, upon a typical reaſon as Pharaoh and 


his hoſt were ſuppoſed to be deſtroyed in the red- ſea upon the 
morning of their new ſabbath, ſurely it became the Chriſtians 
(and they may be ſuppoſed to have proceeded upon that princi- 
ple) to change the day and appoint that (as the obſervation of 4 
ſeventh was of perpetual obligation) to be kept, whereon the an- 
titype compleated and finiſhed what was before typified. It was 
ſurely right, for the Chriſtian church, (and the ſpirit of God 
may be ſuppoſed to give ſome direction in ſo important a caſe) 
to appropriate the preſent day to this 3 as our real deli- 
verance from ſin and Satan were compleated upon the morning 


of our Lord's reſurrection. This is ſurely a ſufficient reaſon for 
ſuch a change, though there may not be in ſo many letters, an 
expreſs law for the iu or ſecond alteration, for the typical re- 
2 upon Saturday, or the real redemption upon the Lord's 


* | 
Elo- 
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Elobim in both reſpects, as was promiſed and ſworn 
before all worlds. 

It is now ſubmitted, whether this be not the moſt 
probable meaning of St. Paul's words upon this occa- 
ſion, or whether the acts of creation and redemption 
be not the two immutable things here referred to. 
Commentators generally ſuppoſe that the latter part 
of this chapter, from. verſe 13. to the end of it, is to 
be underſtood wholly of what is faid to be tranſacted 
between God and Abrabam, ſince the inſpired pen- 
man of this epiſtle expreſſſy refers to it, in the thir- 
teenth verſe. Hence, Divines have Calles this tranſ- 
action between God and Abraham a covenant, and 
many ſpeak of it as the principal covenant made be- 
tween God and man, not conſidering the caſes or hiſ- 
torical account of what is written concerning Abel, 
Enoch and Noah in this reſpect. The oath to Abra- 
bam mentioned Gen. XXII. 16. was evidently a pro- 
miſſory oath, for which the verb Miſbbang is uſed, 
and nothing farther is to be inferr from the eir- 

cumſtances and particulars here ſet down, but that 
an infallible aſſurance was given by God to Abraham, 
that, as a reward of his exemplary faith and truſt in 
God, in that moſt trying act of obedience, in ſacri- 
ficing his only ſon, the promiſed feed (in and by 
| whom all nations are to be bleſſed) ſhould be of his 
line, and ſpring from him. That there ſhould be ſuch 
a feed, was firſt revealed at the fall, promiſed before 
all worlds, being the lamb that was flain from the 
foundation of the world, So that there was a kind of 


TCNEW= 
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renewing, or reeſtabliſhing the covenant of God in 
Chrift, by a farther determination and directing the ex- 
pectations of mankind. There is therefore no mention 
of any covenant in this paſſage: ſo that, referring to this 
incident ſeems only or principally to — that if 
God's promiſe to Abraham, becauſe it was given in a 
promiſſory oath, was ſure and to be depended upon, the 
promiſe of redemption, covenanted between the per- 
1008 bm of the eſſence, muſt be abſolute and immutable, 
as it was ratifyed and founded upon an oath in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, and already in the principal 
part fulfilled. That there was ſuch an oath is evident- 
| ly implied, I think, in the words earrwow axe, which 
we have tranſlated confirmed 27 by an oath. | But 
there is no Greek for the word it, which Gems tobe , 
added for the ſake. of giving the verb a tranſitive fig- 
nification, which it TR that the words fair- 
ly rendered ſay, he was or became a mediator by oath. 
The confecration of our Lord as our everlaſting high 
prieſt. n Hebrews 
VII. 2x. and the declaration accompanying this oath 
is penned in the very ſame words in the Pſalms, as 
in the V. VI. and VII. chapter of the Hebrews. Such 
as will not allow this folemnity to have been perform- 
ed eee the creation of 
this ſyſtem, ought to aſſign ſome other time when 
Aer 2 conſecrated the ſon of God to 
his everlaſting prieſthood. But unſupported aſſertions 
can have no weight againſt plain texts of ſcripture, 
expand by ths rae fanny and by compu þ 
5 
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ſcriptural ges treating of the fame thing. U 
eng ſhall not give any offence, F are 
'I propoſe, with ſubmiſſion to the learned believer, a. 
new conſtruction of one or two paſſages which record 
this matter. What we render after the order of Mel- 
chiſedek is not I conceive the true verſion of the ori- 
ginal, and we have no authority for inſerting the word 
of, or for ſuppoſing Melchiſedek to be the genitive caſe, 
as ſometimes may happen in regimine where two ſub- 
ſtantives meet, and are not in appoſition; and here 
is no article before the noun, expreſſive of the genitive 
caſe. The words als rm rag tranſlated by us, after 
| = order are literally nem according to or by the 

71ment. --- The ori in Pſalm CX. 4. from 
Hs the words are taken, are TH Sy (/upra 
verbum meum interlin. verſion) which muſt refer to 
ſome well known word, and former declaration. 993 
| likewiſe is a title of Chriſt, and the fame with the - 
gor Mos of 36; . 

- Notwithſtanding the camel and remarkable con- 
ſiſtency in the witneſſes above produced, Divines, who 
have formed their ſchemes of theology upon certain 
human compoſitions, called bodies of divinity, and 
not immediately upon the SS. themſelves, will not 
go higher than Adam, if fo high, for the firſt covenant 
between God and man, bh ſome of theſe ſyſtem- 
makers confeſs, that mere man, properly ſpeaking, 
can make no covenant with God, having nothing to 
ſtipulate with on his part, which is neceſſary and eſ- 
ſential to the being a contracting power. Theſe books 


are 
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are therefore filled with diſſertations upon the Abra- 
hamick covenant * &c. Whereas Arabam and others 
were empowered only to admit perſons to a partici- 
pation of the benefits obtained for mankind, by the 
ſtipulation of CBriſt their elder brother, who was the 
only man, who could make ſuch a contract with 
God, as might entitle his elect, upon his own terms, 
to a federal right and appropriation of the covenant 
of grace to themſelves. The Patriarchs had this com- 
miſſion of initiation by roper ſacramental ſymbols 
before Abraham, in whole time the rite of circumci- 
ſion was added. The terms of admiſſion and com 
munion under the Mo/aic diſpenſation are ſet down 
by Moſes, and we know who are now the miniſters 
| | of reconciliation, and that the ſacraments of the Chriſ- 
= tian church are the neceſſary means of grace and ob- 
1 r 
ſed for us by Chriſt. All commiſſions and means 
ſuppoſe a . authority from and by whom they 
| were firſt derived and inſtituted -- Wherefore with re- 
| gard to the great immunities and privileges of the 
3 Chriſtian covenant, we have a particular direction to 
| the principal introducer. As Chriſt purchaſed our 
if 


a St. Luke chap. I. 72, 73. has ſettled. this point AY the 
reach of doubt and cavil, by making a plain diſtinction between 
the holy covenant of God called bis 11 covenant, and the oath 
which he ſware to Abraham, and whoſoever refers to the origi- 
nal will be convinced by the ſyntax and neceſſary rules of con- 
ſtruction, that the latter clauſe cannot be put in appoſition, as 
explanatory of the former. | 1 


N . 
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freedom, he alone hath a right to grant that bleſſing | 
to ſuch perſons as may be agreeable to him, and up- 
on ſuch terms, as he has thought fit to inſiſt upon. 
Tf the /on therefore ſhall make you free, ye be free 
ar eee ar 
der the worſt kind of it, a ſlavery, to fin and Satan, 
as the Jews were, notwithſtanding their vain-glorious 
| boaſt of having never been under that ignominious 
ſtate, as they were the children and ſeed of Abra- 
ham. The fame miſtaken notions, concerning the 
promiſe, or the heirs of it, ſeem to have prevailed at 
that time, as ſtill ſubſiſt in the books of many Chriſ- 
tian writers: the covenant of God with 4braham was 
and is ſuppoſed to entitle his poſterity and all nations 
of the earth, by virtue of his perſonal merit, to the 
high privileges and everlaſting benefits of the Chriſ- 
tian diſpenſation. But Abraham's faith and eminent 
act of obedience which introduces thoſe promiſes, . 
which were given him for an exceeding great reward, 
were imputed to him for righteouſneſs, and extended 
not to others, as to the ſpiritual intention of them, in 
the forgiveneſs of their fins and their juſtification. Care 
is taken that we ſhould not fuppoſe that theſe bleſ- 
ſings were granted even to Abraham, as a due and 
rightful claim, by our being told, that theſe high acts 
of faith and obedience were, after all, imputed to him 
for righteouſneſs. Inputation implies the application 
of ſomething that is granted, and fo is antecedently 
inherent in another. Hereupon the Juſtification of 
Aale was of grace, and a free gift, as properly 
H as 


led ſo-- The temporal 
his deſcendants, of their enjoying the land of Canaan, 
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as the juſtification of any believers fince can be cal- 
bleſſings promiſed to him, and 


termed the promiſed land, with other advantages, 


were granted, as it were ex abundanti, according to 
the uſual goodneſs of the Almighty, who delighteth | 


frequently to honour the poſterity of his faithful ſer- 
vants for many generations, till ſome- great offence 
ſtops the current of his favours, and diverts the ſtream 
of his bounty into another channel, where it may do 


him more honour, and ſerve to better purpoſes. .So 


that we muſt look beyond Abraham for the true do- 


nor of this and « perfect gift, and we ſhall not 
nt the emed bed? till we come to the co- 


venant of God in Chriſt, though part of Abraham's 


reward was, that the evolution of the great m 
of godlineſs ſhould be viſible in a perſon deſcended 


from him. All others who ſhould be admitted to the 


benefits of the Chriſtian covenant, were to be admit- 
ted thereto by a delegated commiſſion upon certain 
terms and. conditions to that federal right, which was 


obtained by the eldeſt brother.- Such were the ad- 
miſſions mentioned in ſeveral places, and the daily 
initiations and confirmations uſed in baptiſm, and the 
other means of grace inſtituted in the church of Chriſt, 

Although I cannot allow Abraham the incommu- 
nicable honour of covenanting with Goa, in the fir ff 
and p ſenſe of that term, as I think, by fo do- 


ing, I ſhould be guilty of the higheſt ou, in ma- 
king a mere man equal with God ; yet T have the 
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greateſt veneration for the character and memory of 
this high Patriarch. To give ſome evidence of my 
ſincerity herein, I would willingly be inſtrumental in 
— what he ſeems to — "oft by the miſtakes 
or injuries of thoſe, who have tranſlated the hiſtory 
ol his life and actions. In Mofes's account of the con- 
| ference between Ephron, the children of Heth, and this 
great „Gen. XXIII. concerning a burial place 
for Sarab; (which in modern writings would have bean 


. admired and recommended by eſſay- writers, as an ini- 


mitable piece of juſt eloquence and addreſs on the 
Part of Abraham) the children of Heb ſay -- verſe 6. 
Hear us, my Lord, thou art a mighty prince amongſt 
vs &c. The margin of our Engliſb bible ſays — prince 
of God. But the original ſays — Nx t N 
— Dos art a prince (exalted delegate) of the Elo- 
him — Add to this charadter if you can, or if you 
dare. 

What is ſaid above of the Abrahamich covenant 
may be applied to others, which paſs under that name, 
where the contracting parties are not equal, or in ſome 
reſpect independent on each other, and were prior to 
it, or ſuch as followed . For all theſe can be termed 
covenants in a ſecondary ſenſe, or ſenſe of accommo- 
dation only, deſcribed therefore by Tertul. St. Jerom, 
&c. by the word repromiſſiones, & repromittit, as they 
W or freſh grants of the original pro- 


a Nona have ſufficient ſatisfaction herein by only 
— what ama, has ſaid De Fadere Nature. 


H 2 miſe 
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miſe to particular perſons, who were admitted to a 
ſhare of the covenant of God in Chriſt. This obſer- 
vation will not perhaps be eaſily admitted, however 

t the truth of it may be, ſince it will, if allow- 
ed, weaken the foundation of many theological - fa- 


bricks. The ſyſtem- makers . begin with in- 
forming us that there are two covenants; the firſt of 


works, which was between Ged and Adam at his cre- 
tion: the ſecond, of grace, between the ſame parties 
upon the fall — But this is mere fiction. I have care- 
fully looked over the hiſtory of the creation and re- 


1 demption of man, as ſet down in the book of Gene- 


fs, where nothing pens upon theſe great occaſions 
and foundations of all b and grants ſpiritual 
and temporal, but promiſes and deliverances on the 
part of God, without the leaſt mention of any ſtipu- 
lation on the part of Adam. Upon his creation he 
had nothing indeed to ſtake down, having received 
every thing he had from the other ſuppoſed contract- 
ing party, and at the redemption, he was an abſolute 
inſolvent bankrupt, infinitely indebted, without being 
Rn wwe an ag. p 
If any ſhould ftill inſiſt, though without evidence, 
and againſt common ſenſe, and true divinity, that 


theſe were properly called covenants, I have a right 


© to aſk, of which of theſe was that perſon the meſſen- 


ger, who is mentioned Mal. III. where it is ſaid — 75 
Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to his temple, 
even rhe _— of th the covenant whom Je Io in. 


The 
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The perſon. here deſcribed cannot, I think, with- 
out blaſphemy, be ſuppoſed to be the meſſenger of a 


man, or a mere man himſelf, as he had a temple of 


his own, and worſhippers who delighted in him. No 


- other then can be meant here than the ſent Jehovah, 


or ſecond perſon of the eſſence, appointed to this of- 
fice, and freely engaging in that original covenant, 


which was made between the Elohim, in relation to 


the human race, before the world began. 

As I would not willingly. omit any thing that I ap- 
prehend may be material in ſtating and ſettling this 
important point, concerning the true Chriſtian cove- 
nant, I muſt put my reader in mind, that the Patri- 
archs and eminent perſons mentioned in the old teſ- 
tament are frequently to be viewed under two cha- 
racers. Part of their hiſtory is perſonal, terminating 
in themſelves; and part under an higher character, 
as perſonating and repreſenting our Lord in ſome of 
his offices, and the execution of the various parts of 
the original covenant. Notice has been taken already 
of David, as being one of theſe mixed characters. The 
ſame is obſervable and true of Abraham : and this 
ſuppoſition cannot be charged with introducing any 
confuſion or uncertainty, but inſtead thereof takes a- 


way all occafion from infidels of charging many texts 


with abſurdities and incredible aſſertions. At the ſame 
time we have a ſafe guide to teach us how to diſtin- 
guiſh theſe two characters, when any fact is aſſerted, 
under a common name, viz. the literal and firſt ſenſe 
and application can be true of one of them only. 


Thus 


| 
| 
| 


2 P 
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Thus in the caſe of Abraham, St. Paul tells the Ro- 
mans, chap. IV. 16. that Abraham is the father of us 

all. This could not be true of the patriarch in a na- 
tural ſenſe according to the fleſh. . Neither was it true 
that Abraham was the father of all believers, as there 


are many of great fame and diſtinction recorded pri- 
or to Abraham in the XI. chapter to the Hebrews. - 


We muſt therefore look higher for another Abraham, 


who is the real father of all the faithful, or Chriſtian. 
family, who hath opened the ki of heaven to 


all believers. To all others it will be ſhut as to any 
covenant right of entrance, ne other. Pee 


king Meſſiah, ſhall be able to open its everle 
doors. eee. 

the Jews -- Before Abraham was, I am, the ſubſtitute, 
or AAbrabam the patriarch muſt indiſputably be un- 
derſtood. It is ſafe and neceſſary, it we would do 


Juſtice to characters, and give a conſiſtent interpreta- 
| FFP 


— potato an ao canoes; 
to keep our eye upon this diſtinctio 
out confuſion, r 


pal, what nl ae the name . 


_ 


wen. wil be find wane: ry ing 


coun- 


THE CHRISTIAN PLAN. 63 
countenance for any thing ſaid by me upon this point, 


than what the holy SS. may give it, in the judgment 


of impartial believers, and attentive readers. But who- 
ever will read the third chapter of St. Paul's epiſtle 


to the Galatians with a due attention, and will con- 


ſult the references there marked in the margin of our 


Engliſh bible, will form true conceptions concerning 
the Abrahamick covenant. An agreement (which in 
a ſenſe of accommodation may be termed a covenan: 
between God and Abraham and his poſterity, with 
regard to the land of Canaan and other temporal 
bleſſings, was made, as mentioned Gen. XVII. And 
this covenant is called an everlaſting covenant, in the 
ſame ſenſe that the land of Canaan is called an ever- 
laſting poſſeſſion, namely, it was to laſt to the end of 
that holam or ſechlum, which was called the Moſaic 


diſpenſation. But no covenant, in the proper ſenſe of 


the word, as ſignifying a ſtipulation between two e- 
qual, independent, contracting powers, was, or could 
be made between God and Abraham, or any mere 
man. For this reaſon, that part of the promiſe or 
engagement, which was per/ornl, and had a ſpiritual, 
univerſal aſpect; is attributed only to the ſeed that 


was to iſſue from the loyns of Abraham. This /eed 


was promiſed at the fall, renewed to Abraham, and 
upon other occaſions, and at laſt particularly applied 
and explained by St. Paul, that no room might be left 
for doubting or contradiction -- Gal. III. 16. we read 70 
thy ſeed, which, ſays the apoſtle, is Chriſt. Great care 
ſeems to have been taken in the beginning, to pre- 


vent 


| i 
| 
' 
: 
| 
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vent any miſtake in this important point, that there 

might be no per/onal application of what was promi- 
ſed to the ſeed of Abraham, to the patriarch Abra- 
| ham himſelf. For the repetition of this promiſe is 
made in the bleſſing given to Rebekah Gen. XXIV. 


60. almoſt in the ſame words as Abraham received 


it Gen. XXII. In the 15th verſe of this latter chapter 
we read, thy ſeed ſhall poſſeſs the gate of his enemies. 
In the both verſe of the former, it is written in our 
bible Aer thy ſeed poſſeſs the gate of thoſe that hate 
THEM, One would think that the tranſlator of the 
latter paſſage was a favourer of the doctrine of a pro- 
fer Abrabamick covenant, and intended to take off 
the reader's eye from viewing the promiſed /eed, or 
Chriſt, by his giving a plural conſtruction to the af- 
fixed pronoun Yau, and tranſlating it them, inſtead 
of him, fingular, as in the former paſſage, where i in 
the ſame ſituation it is rightly rendered 4s. - I think 
likewiſe that inſtead of ler thy ſeed &c. it ſhould be 
rendered, thy ſeed eſs the gate of thoſe that 
hate him. woot ya 22 325 Moe. bible has 
done juſtice in this place to the original, rendering 
the affixed pronoun (ö)) ipſum, bim, the very ſeed or 
on. ä 
Pet few more obſervations upon the word Berith 
were intended to have been laid before the reader, 


had not perſons of the greateſt abilities and maſters 


of this kind of learning, ſettled the meaning of this 
word as it ſtands fingle or in ſyntax, to the ſatisfac- 


tion, I ſuppoſe, of all believers, who attend to what 
| writers 
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writers on each fide have to ſay, and hear the whole 
evidence before they give judgment. But, as there is 
room for inſerting an additional ſupport, which by 
connecting, may contribute to ſtrengthen the frame 
of the fabrick already raiſed by eminent hands, how- 
ever unable it may be deemed in and by itſelf to bear 
any great weight, it may, I hope, without offence 
be thrown in amongſt the other materials which are 
collected and applied to the ſame purpoſe. 

It is well known that the LXX. tranſlate Berith 
by the word Aim, but I have not met with any 
reaſon for this verſion, to ſhew what agreement there 
is between the given ſenſes of the words in their re- 
ſpective languages, or aſſigning what may be called 


the communis terminus or diſtinctive idea, wherein 
they agree, So, for ought that appears, they might 
have given Berith any other conſtruction. Now in 
order to juſtify the LXX. in this point, it is neceſſa- 
ry to remind the reader firſt, that Berirh ſignified the 
typical ſacrifice, that was offered in what is common- 
ly called making a covenant, as well as the end or 
deſign of ſuch covenant, as Non ſignified the fin and 
offering for fin — Secondly, that in theſe ſacrifices, the 
victim was divided into two equal parts, between 
which the contracting parties paſſed, as a form ex- 
preſſive of their conſent to any contract, as much as 
putting a hand and ſeal is at this time. 

When any thing of this kind was tranſacted be- 
| tween the God-man and ſuch as he graciouſly vouch- 


1 under the old Berith or r Aua-Inen to admit into his 
1 cove- 
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covenant, a flame or fire, which was the repreſenta- 
tive of the Deity, came down from heaven upon, and 


paſſed between the parts ſo divided, and conſumed 
them, to ſignify the divine ratification and accep- 
tance, and, upon ſome occaſion, to denote, that the 
wrath of God would not conſume the principal of- 
fenders, but would be ſatisfied and ſtopped by theſe 
ſubſtitutes, which repreſented him, who was our fa- 
tisfaction, and ſuffered for us. The reader, I believe, 
begins to anticipate the application. As the Berith was 


thus divided * en any ecmpeneo— 


4 What qi, above cited, faith upon this and the c 
nate root BaTHaR, ſufficiently warrants and confirms, I 
what 1 is here ſuggeſted —— 

n Fadus, pactum — Haber affinitatem cum "N92 Rot | 
medium, dimembravit. Nam feedera olim flebant ceremoniis feri- 
end. ſeu mactandarum ſerudum, &. wolators imprecabantur woe 
exitium. 
| Ma Cultro vel ſecuri divifit azimalia in duas partes, hoc xc eff, 
— corum, ut folebat olim fieri in feriendis fœderibut Gc. 
as 
ö 
tual letters, there being only an eaſy tranſpoſition of the two ra- 
dicals Reſb and Tau in the latter. The is adventitious, and no 
part of the radix; 1 ne give it here the ſenſe of a 


verb in Hiphil, 
I take this occaſion of a remark of Tertullian about the 


equal or right diviſion of the facrifice, which ſhews its impor- 
tance in the opinion of the ancient fathers of the church, and 
„e go eee His 
words are £ 
| er, eden, Cain gs 3 
rectè dividebat. De Spectac. a 


0 
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to give the ideal meaning of this tranſaction, the verb 
cue to place the pieces ſo divided, in two ſepara- 
This will prove that the Berith was ſuch a 
| one ay as has been fuppoſed, though its principal and 
_— intended uſe was to be the form of a ſtipulation 
a covenant. And as the great antitype by 
himſelf and his religion was the purifier of his elect 
who deſigned to fave them by purifying them, this 
form together with others of their admiſſion might 
properly be called the terms of purification, and the 
great antitype himſelf be emphatically ſtiled the puri- 
fier. But, I think, with great ſubmiſſion, that the au- 
thors or favourers of this interpretation might vary their 
manner of expreſlion, in one particular, more — — 
ly with their own hypotheſis, and inſtead of cutting off 
a purifier, i. e. {laying a victim, we might call it cutting 


in two a ſacrifioe. From lar true verſion in Engliſh, 


the propriety. of — in the LXX. clearly appears. 
The Hebrew SS. give original ideas, when they 
ſpeak of the great ws — concerning truths of re- 
ligion, that believers may ſee the foundation and rea- 
ſon of what is written, and commanded, which ideas 
in ſome inſtances it is impaſſible to preſerve wholly 
in tranſlations, for reaſons too obvious, and too nu- 
merous to be here ſet down. And when the primary 

idea, which authorized the tranſlation, ceaſes, or is 
taken away, the tranſlation founded thereon may, in 
ſome caſes ought, to vary. This may be obſerved He- 
brews IX. 20. where we read --This is the blood of the 
* which God hath * unto you, which 


words 


Should it be aſked why st. Paul did not interpret 
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words are fippoſed to be cited from, and to allude to 


Exod. XXIV. 8. the margin of our Eugliſb bible re- 
ferring us to that place. But the writer of this epiſ- 
tle changes the word 9% uſed by the LXX. into «9«- 
A, rendered by us enjoined. The manner of making 
covenants under the ſtate of ſacrifice, being aboliſhed 
and out of general uſe, the inſpired. penman adopts a 
verb, whoſe ſignification was more generally known, 
and therefore more eaſy to be underſtood: by all na- 
eng. - _ 80 
For the ſame reaſon, I humbly apprehend, the word 
ron began about the ſame time to take the place of 
al, as a word of familiar and univerſal uſe. See 
St. John's 1 epiſt. chap. II. ver. 7, 8 -- 2 epiſt. ver. 5. 
And our Lord himſelf faith John XIII. 34. A new 
commandment errodm T' give unto you, inſtead of 21 
x1 -- I have cut off or made a new purifier, terms of 
purification, or covenant. with you, was the uſual 
phraſeology for expreſſing this under the ſtate of ſa- 


I he reaſon here aſſigned, for tranſlating Beritb by 
the word 21%, will account for ta2mu being applied 
in a remote ſenſe to ſignify a teſtament. or will, as 
that is a aiiſpoſition and divifion of things, and is an 


authoritative declaration of the will of him who makes. 


it | 
Alien as well as Melchiſedik and Salem; although ſuch 
queſtions are endleſs, and an account may be as well 
demanded, why man was not created with two wings 
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as well as two feet, yet a pertinent anſwer may be 
given to an impertinent queſtion. The ſenſe and pro- 
mie intimated and communicated in the name Me/- 
chiſedek and Salem were not as yet determined and 
fulfilled. For this reaſon it might be thought expe- 
dient, to give the etymologies of theſe names, to 
ſtrengthen the faith of believers, and aſſure them, 
that this prophetic and typical deſcription of our Lord 
would be as certainly verified, at the proper time, as 
any other particular relating to him had been; that 
though his kingdom was at preſent a ſtate chiefly of 
war and danger, and his ſubjects would be perpetu- 
ally engaged with various and implacable enemies in 
their paſſage through the wilderneſs of this world, till 
they ſhould be ſettled in the land of promiſe : yet it 
would ſurely come to paſs, that he would appear to 
be, in the fulleſt ſenſe, king of righteouſneſs and king 
of peace, of everlaſting peace, and bring all his faith- _ 
ful followers into a place of reſt, - everlaſting reſt, 
where they ſhould be. ever with the Lord. This is 
that kingdom promiſed to David, which ſhall not be 
ſhaken, when we ſhall behold Melchiſedel, the king 
of righteouſneſs and of peace, the prie/t for ever, who 
was likewiſe zhe ſacrifice as well as prieſt, the Lamb 
lain from the foundation of the world, whole happy 
friends ſhall follow him whither/oever he goeth, and 
enjoy thoſe manſions of bliſs, which he hath procu- 
red and prepared for them. The explanation there- 
fore of theſe words was for a very great purpoſe and 
deſign. It ſerved as a proper theme or text, from 


whence 
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whence was drawn a noble exhortation to the new 
converts, to be ſteady and immoveable in the faith 
they had profeſſed, fince not only the undeniable per- 
formance of ſo many promiſes, but the plain mean- 
ing of theſe words, in their moſt obvious natural 
ſenſe, when fairly rendered, was ſufficient to perſwade 
a ſure dependance, that the faithful ſhould, at the 
time of retribution, enter into the promiſed ſd. The 
inference pointed out to the Hebreus in this part, by 
the inſpired writer, is therefore pertinent and cogent, 
by concluding thus — What hath been done, and is 
here ſuggeſted, muſt give believers a ffrong conſola- 
tion, and is an anchor of the ſoul, both ſure and fled- 
faſt, and which entreth into that within the veil, whi- 
ther the forerunner is for us entred, even Jeſus made 
an high prieſt for ever after the order of ns 
_ Hebrews VI. 18. &c. 
Nou it muſt be allowed that there was not ſuch a 
reaſon for giving the etymology of ALEIM, fince the 
principal meaning of it had been ſufficiently explain- 
ed, and the ALE in its ſeveral predicted ſenſes was 
finiſhed and compleated without any part to come, 
at our Lord's reſurrection. — completions by 
actions or ſufferings, are much ſtronger and clearer 
Interpreters of m words, than any human lan- 
guage or tranſlation can be. Such as read the new 
teſtament with attention, and the hiſtory of our Lord 
to his riſing from the dead, will want no farther ex- 
plication of Aleim; even that 1555 text of Gal. III. 
8. is ſufficient for this purpoſe. | 5 
or 


- 
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For the farther ſatisfaction of curious enquirers, 1 
will offer another reaſon, which might probably in- 
duce the inſpired penman, to interpret particularly 
the name of Melchiſedek and Salem. 1 ereby he had 
an opportunity of giving the true myſtical meaning 
of the name of the holy city, as well as of the great 

ng, to whom it belonged in a particular manner. 
The true ſenſe of Salem, which is peace or reconcilia- 
tion, fixes the meaning of the name Feru/alem, be- 
yond any reaſonable cauſe of doubt, as Salem gives 
the leading idea, contained and exhibited in it. And 
the holy ſpirit certainly knew, that great pains would 
be taken in after-times by various artifices, and for- 
eries, to obſcure the ſenſe of this, as well as other 
names *, which, by being properly explained, would 
contribute greatly to illuſtrate and confirm many fun- 
damental articles of the Chriſtian religion. Why more 


a What Lightfoot hath ſet down upon this ſubject is worthy 
notice 
I be firſt name of this city, fays he, was Shalem, Gen. XIV. 
18. Pſalm LXXVI. 2. and it is till retained in the writing 
Dry, however it is read Feruſhalaim. The name of that place 
is Jehovah lirch. Abraham called the place Iiren. Shem called it 
Shalem. Saith God, if I. ſhall call it Iireh, it will diſpleaſe Sem 
the juſt. If I ſhall call it Shalem, it will diſpleaſe Abraham = 
Juſt I will therefore put that name upon it, which was put u 
on it by both -- Ereh, Shalem, Teruſalem. 'Beriſh . Rab. — 
Glo). adds --- We do not therefore — in Jod —— the letters La- 
2 and Mem in the word Jeruſalem, that the word Shalem may 
be retained. The Rabbies of theſe days were ſomething honeſter . 
men we perceive than their ſucceſſors, and more * of 
altering or adding one jod to the word of God. 
| are 
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are not explained by the ſame authority, becomes not 
an humble Chriſtian to enquire. I am contented with 
what is written, and thankful for it. Feruſalem was 
called the city of the great king, principally becauſe 
he, who was . ſuch, would therein enter, 
during his abode upon earth, upon his kingly office, 
and diſplay many acts of his regal power and glory, 
though unaccompanied with that external pomp and 
pageantry, which temporal princes find neoeſſary to 
ſecure the admiration and obedience of their ſubjects. 
In a temporal view the king of 4ſpria claimed this 
imperial title, while that monarchy ſubſiſted in its 
grandeur ; and it was too high a character, to be aſ- 
ſumed by any king of Iſrael or Judah, conſidered 
barely as earthly princes, when we compare them 
with the great rulers of the earth, who at that time 
governed many provinces, and tributary princes. The 
king of Feruſalem therefore, to whom this ſovereign 
_ exalted title could belong, and to whom alone it was 
due, was king Meſſiab, the king of kings, and Lord 
of Lords. 
Juaſepbus hath ſhamefully, and 1 fear willhally ob- 
ſcured the myſtical and principal. meaning of — 
theſe names. For the ſpirit of Anti-chrift was then 
buſy in obliterating the plain characters of the Me/- 
ab, and ef all things that tended to-caphin the 
Chriſtian ſcheme, (at that time unfolding, in a daily 
evolution and courſe of events, which threatned the 
certain and ſpeedy ſubverſion of the Jewiſh ſtate, ) 
by certain evaſive interpretations of the holy books, 


and 
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and the ſubſtitution of falſe hiſtory. Upon this 
plan this celebrated writer tells us, that in the days 
of Abraham, the name of this city was Solyma, 
which Homer, ſome thought, had taken notice of -- 
that the Barbarians were poſſeſſed of it, till David 
conquered it, who, after caſting out the Jehuſites, 
changed its name. Compare page 25. with page 1292 
— Hud). ed. But the deſign of the Fewi/b hiſtorian 


plainly appears, I conceive, in page 287 -- there he 


tells us — In the time of Abraham their progenitor, it 
vas called Solyma, which name, as ſome aſſert (paou 
mes) was given by Homer — As he ſays nothing to con- 
tradict or diſcredit this aſſertion, his aſſent may, I 
think, be inferred, and a willingneſs to eſtabliſh ſuch 
an opinion. What follows ſhall be ſet down in the 
| hiſtorians: own words — To ice 7% ZoAvue xaT Thy E- 
NY WYOPALTE ] ) “DWD, o £579; ROPLAKEL — In Engliſb thus _ 
&« For he named the temple (m ney) Solyma, which in the 
ce Hebrew language fignifies ſecurity. The learned edi- 
tor in a long note upon this place, calls it locus vex- 
atiſimus. The reader may ſee there, what /. Voſſius 
hath ſaid to juſtify the author. But the annotator is 
plainly, I think, not ſatisfied with it, by turning bis 
Ayle, and ſtriking out the words ro» Y «ey &c. with- 
out aſſigning any particular reaſon for doing ſo. He 
only ſays, verum vix eft ut credam, verba illa eſſe a 
2 The Doctor was not willing to allow, that 
is author would aſſert ſuch abſurdities. But ſince 
this paſſage ſtands as part of his hiſtory, without any 
ſufficient warrant to expunge it, it muſt follow, Fa 
K er 
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ther that Jo/ephus did not underſtand Hebrew, when 
he ſays tllat wes ſignifies ſecurity in that language, or 
elſe we muſt ſay, that the hiſtorian intended hereby 
to obſcure the typical or myſtical meaning of the 
name Jeruſalem, by giving a falſe account of the for- 
mer part of it, and by being quite filent about the 
latter, which — ſignifies peace, which may be pro- 
perly alled a ſtate of /ecurity, though «es ſignifies 
no ſuch I muſt obſerve that it is not A; 
from If. Voſh ws's reaſoning, that Fo/ephus could be 
in the Hebrew language, though his brother 

Philo, who was an Alexandrian ſo helleniftical Jew, 
did not underfiand it in the opiriion of his editor, Dr. 
Mongey. 
In theſe n s it is ſuppoſed; bite en W- 
ple, te rer ana. nt in the latter 
of the ſentence this is ſu by Sr. Ro- 

ber L Eflran nge. His tranſlation, kts — 
red with the Greet by Dr. Hudſon, is as follows —- 
e or temple, ſignifies in the He- 
& grew, ſecurity, or a fortreſs” — But I muſt confeſs, 
that mz Zoya may be the antecedent to the relative 
„„ and the word o, or ſomething like it, be under- 
ſood to make out the grammar, and fupply the el- 
kpſis. And if any may be inclined to make a far- 
ther allowance in favour of the hiſtorian, hy ſuppo- 
ſing, with Dr. Hauſon, that the words w. ue were 
not hir, but added to the text by another hand, I 
ſhall not diſpute the point. Tbe conſtruction of the 
eee he {viz. Abraham) named it So- 
Iyma, 


„ 
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lyma, which in the Hebrew language Gonifies fecurt- 
ty. But it may be doubted, I "ink, whether this 
ſenſe and rendering will ſet the veracity and conſiſten- 
cy of the hiſtorian in a clearer light. For hereby he 
muſt aſſert, that Arabam, who was a ſtranger, gave 
name to a place which belonged to a Canaanitifh 
prince, as Foſephus calls Melchiſedek; than which 

y any thing can be conceived more improbable 
or abſurd. And then, if he means by /ecurity, a for- 
treſi or fortification, as Sr. Roger renders ara, it is 
not true, the word Soly-ma or even Salam having not 
that ſignification in the Hebrew language. Ignorance 
therefore or ſome unjuſtifiable motive muſt have been 
the cauſe of this confuſed narrative. Jgſepbus was 
not willing, I preſume, to give the typical and true 
meaning of the name of the holy city, which might 
put him upon this method of obſcuring and con- 
founding it. At the ſame time, ſhould he be called 


in queſtion for ſetting down this interpretation of So- 


Spa, he might ſay in his defence, however weak it 
might appear, that a word ſomething like Soſyma ſig- 
7 and peace might be ſaid to convey the 
idea of /ecarity. But hereby, I think, the evil inten- 
tion of the writer is more manifeſted, 'and that he en- 
deavours artfully to diſguiſe the true reaſon for calling 
this city Salem, and to take off the Chriſtian's eye 
from viewing the typical ſenſe given by St. Paul — 
That Jeruſalem was named Solyma in the days of A. 
braham, ſeems to be gratis Jum. A ſimilitude of 
names between Hiero-Solyma, and the Solymeans, or 
K 2 Solyme 
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2. 


_ Solyme their city, or country mentioned by Homer, 
might probably be the foundation of this conjecture 
or aſſertion, inſufficient as it is. But Homer's Aleios 
A] might be produced in the preſent argument, as a 
much ſtronger ſupport and probable proof of the ſenſe 
of antiquity, and of traditionary evidence in this caſe, 
than his mention of Soſyme, or the Solymean moun- 
tains, could be for Jgſepbus, or the authorities he built 
upon, to ſuppoſe that this place was Feru/alem. In 
ſupport of the former conjecture, it may be alledged 
that every letter of the ALE is contained in Aani©-, 


a2 From the puzzle and uncertainty obſervable in the beſt 
Greek lexicons upon this word, it is evident to me, that it is not 
derived from a primitive in that language, but adopted from a- 
nother, the ſenſe of whoſe root they were not perfectly acquaint- 
ed with, though they had met with ſome traditionary, obſcure 
part of it, as appears in the application of it by Homer &c. Whe- 
ther Aviv ſeges, or Ne prada be the primitive, with the @ priv. 
prefixed is not agreed upon. So that there is, I think, an high 
probability, that the word ies is of Hebrew extract from ALE, 
(798) the termination only being added, to give it a Græcian 
dreſs and appearance. The ſenſe in Homer, when it is applied 
to a man, or a particular kind of land, preſerves the original Idea, 
denoting a poor diſtreſſed man, or a barren country, which can 
NN no cattle. Both theſe are under a kind of curſe, as ſeem- 
ingly exempted from a participation of the general bleſſing of 
the creator. Many Greek words of the like nature may be pro- 
duced, but it ſhall ſuffice at preſent to give one from the learned 
P. D. Huetius -- Ex Algummim (mentioned 2 Chron. II. 8.) vi- 
detur prodifſe Gracum , (unde Latin. Gummi, Anglrum 
Gum) quam vocem exoticam eſſe, non in Gracia natam, . obſervant 
grammatici. In comment. de Navig. Solomonis --- we may pro- 
nounce upon as good reaſons, that eAyics is no native of Greece, 
but an exotic word, derived as plainly from our ALE, as the o- 


ther from Agummim. / and 
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and the idea of a poor, piteable, deſpiſed mortal, 
might properly be taken and derived from him, who, | 
y undergoing the curſe for human kind, was ſuch 
the moſt extenſive ſenſe, and the higheſt degree. 
— the latter ſuppoſition about the Solymear 
mountains can never be admitted, unleſs we aſſert 
that Homer was ſo ignorant in geography, as not to 
be acquainted with the countries about him, of which 
he wrote. For if Neptune was ſuppoſed by him, in 

his paſſage from Ezhiopia to Pheacia, to deſcry U- 
Iyſſes from the Solymean mountains, as he was failing 
home, he could never have done this from Jeruſa- 
lem, or the place whereon it was built, ſo much land 
and ſea intervening, ſince Meptune was no better than 
a poetical or philoſophical God. And ſuppoſing him 
only a ſkilful mariner, or ſenſible traveller, he would 
never have gone ſo far out of his way, as Jeruſalem 
will appear to be to any one who will conſult the 
ancient geography, and compare it with the voyage 
of Ulyſſes. But where the Jewiſb hiſtorian follows his 
bible, he is right, and he ſpeaks truth when he fays, 
that the Jebuſites ſprang from the Canaanites, and 
that they were in poſſeſſion of the place, when Da- 
vid took it, who changed the name. The ſame hiſ- 
torian tells us, that the founder of this city was cal- 
led Melchi iſedeh, who was a Canaanitiſh prince, that 
he was, in an eminent manner, a ft king, as his 
name ſignifies, that he dedicated the city to God, and 
gave it the name of . before called Solyma 
Kc. 
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&c. * There is an apparent inconſiſtency and much 
confuſion in theſe accounts. How mr a people, fo 


conſecrated, who had a temple (according to what 
he has related in the wars of the Jews}. dedicated to 


Gopy Spe, be ſuch implacable enemies to 
the worſhippers of the true God, as they were in the 
time of David, who conquered it? What is become 
of the idolatry of the Febufites, and the city of Je- 
bus, here omitted? Upon . peruſing. what is faid in 
the wars of the Jeus concerning Melchi/edek's being 
the firſt prieſt, and building the temple &c. the learn- 
ed * 92" would not Rubs ſaying, that there were 
herein as many errors (op«auam) as words. 


Geog. 
Sacr. Mafius upon Foſbua, chap. X. Cuneus de-Rep. 


Heb. lib. III. 


II. par. 2 
eee 


chart hath animadverted ſo freely and ſeverely upon 
the Fewiſb hiſtorian for a piece of falſe hiftory in this 


part, I thall not, * amm Hs.0- 


The ſcholiaſt the word zug, Hom. Ol E. 2 
ſays that the ee were in Piſidia. bz 

5 J have a particular reaſon for laying before the reader the 
very words of Bochart, with regard to one or two of the your 
Sphalmata of the Jewiſh boſtoriam upon this ſubject. 
Melchiſedechum aſerit (Joſephus) hominum omnium primum 


facerdotem egiſſe, cùm eum 2 Abel annis circitèr bis mille: 
& regnaſſe Hieroſolymis, cum ex ſcripturd conſtet urbem Salem, 
in qud regnavit Melchiſedek, fuiſſe in vid, qud itur valle Dama- 
ſceni Sodomam : & remplum * Deo, qui ante Solomonem 
r t. Geag. Sacr. p.72. ed. 
Cadomi. 


8 
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dious guilt of an  uncharitable and indefenſible cen- 


ſure, when J ſuſpect or accuſe Jo/ephus of wilfully | 


deviating from truth in his giving ſuch an account, 
as he has done, of Jeruſalem and the ſuppoſed foun- 
der of it. Whoever knowingly and publickly con- 
tradicts the inſpired books, following other ſpurious 
ſtories, fetched from ſuſpected, or, at beſt, human 


authorities, and, at the ſame time, is well acquairited 


with ſuch inſpired books, and acknowledges their di- 
vine authority, muſt be deemed a publiſher and ſprea- 
der, if not the author, of a notorious falſhood, and 
ought to be ſtigmatized for ſetting up human or dia- 
bolical inventions in oppoſition to, and derogation of, 
the veracity of God, and for departing fo far, not on- 
ly from the principles of his religion, and the inte- 

of a faithful hiſtorian, but likewiſe from the 
character of an honeſt man, who may hope to be be- 


lieved in his ſayings and writings. To/ephius muſt 


have known what is faid of this place and the inha- 
bitants of it in the SS. that its ancient name was Je- 
bus, and muſt have read in Judges XIX. &c. who 
the Jebuſites were, as well as the new name Jeru/a- 
lem, which was given it, as is intimated, I think, by 
Feſephus himſelf, when David conquered it. From 
that time, it became the city of the great king, the 


| king of peace, who was to reign there, Thad to whom 


ore this new name had a plain direct aſpect, and 
of which event it was prophetical, according to the 
interpretation of the inſpired author of the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews. Beſides, Fo/ephus muſt know, that up- 


On 


% THE CHRISTIAN PLAN. 
on a ſuppoſition of MelchiſedeF's being a real earthly. 


ſovereign, in the days of Abraham, The muſt have 


been a Jebuſite, ſprung from Ham, and fo king of Fe- 
bus, . as it was called — What 
is here ſet down proves, I think, that Fo/ephus has, 
in this inſtance, given us a piece of falſe hiſtory, con- 
to that account and record which then was be- 
fore him, in his own poſſeſſion, to the authority of 
which he owed and projetied an int aſſent 
and obedience. 
As St. Jerom hath particularly confulened at 
ſcriptures, which mention this city &c. it may be no 
ble amuſement to the reader, to peruſe what 
- venerable an nn has delivered 1 this ſub- 
* (6H 
N In his comment upon 4 8 Kiva; ba looks 
thus —- Refe autem Hieruſalem, id eff, ecclefia, gue 
prius Jebus vocabatur, gue dicitur conculcata. Quan- 
do conculcabatur a gentibus, & dæmonum ludibrium e- 
rat, dicta eft Jebus, & poftquam in ed capit PAX 
habitare DOMINI & factus eff in PACE lhcus ejus, 
omen Hieruſalem ſortita eff. 
Upon Zechariah IX. 9. where we Gan” 8 Re- 


reatly O' daughter of Zion : O daughter of 
oa ra bebold hy — 2 thee, 2 7 is ny 
and having ſalvation, lowly and riding upon an afs, 
and upon a colt the fole 6 #6 aſs St. Jerom com- 
ments thus, hancce propbetiam evangeliſtæ ſcribumt eſſe 
completam, quando Dominus ingreſſus eſt Hieruſalem, 
ſedens ſuper afinam & mes ig afine, & puerorum, 


eum 
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cum palmarum ramis, occurrit turba clamantium, be- 
 nediftus qui venit in nomine Domini, gſanna in excel- 
fe: & mcrepantibus Phariſzis cur non corriperet cla- 
antes pueros, reſpondit, non legiſtis &c. Exultat er- 
20 Sion, & fubilat — una atque eadem civi- 
tas, (Sion enim arx eff Hieruſalem) quia venit ei REX 


ſuus, qui ommium prophetarum vaticiniis repromiſſus 


| oft, STUS, & ie SALVATOR, i. e. JESUS. 
Fab b. had ſeen the refuarkable: com pletion of 

theſe prophecies, and well knew, how far the inter- 
tion of the name of their capital city might ſerve, 


do illuſtrate the Chriſtian evidence. He endeavoured 


therefore by all way s and arts to obſcure it, and, if 
poſlible, to place it out of ſight, and all ſucceeding 
 Rabbies have uſed as great art and induſtry to effect 
the ſame Purpole Theſe men tell us that * this name 


2 This cenie ſuppoſes plainly that there was one prior to 
any that is mentioned by the prophets. All others were po co- 
pies, though — copies, affixed to them, of the origi- 
nal grant, or the firſt Chriſtian magna charta, ratified in the hea- 
venly court before all worlds. Beza in his annotations upon Acts 
II. 39. fays upon the word emacs --- Vulg. & Eraſmus repro- 
miſſianem interpretantur, neſcio qud ratione adducti - Tis to be pre- 
ſumed that he did not know that Tertull. and St. Jerom had gi- 
ven the ſame interpretation. 

5 In order to countenance this invention, we are told that this 
number was uſed in this word ———— appears only from their 
vowel points) becauſe the city of Jeruſalem was divided into two 
| perth, upper and lower, as m_ this would not have been 

ow 


n otherwiſe. But it a ee from what hath been already 


ſaid upon this point, that theſe men are not very conſiſtent in 


what they ſay. 
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is a dual, and they point it therefore according to what 


they have invented concerning this number in the | 


Hebrew language. 80 that after putting the point for 
a under the letter /, and a little dot, called bhirck mag- 
num, under the letter n they read the word Jeru- 
ſalaim. This makes the name of the holy city quite 
another word, or rather no word at all. But the 
Greek in the epiſtle to the Hebrews, preſerves the true 
Hebrew by giving only ſupplemental vowe 
ry for pronouncing the word Salem, thereby fixing a 
mark and proof of a blaſphemous forgery: upon ſuch 

as would alter the meaning of the name, by addi- 
tions of their own invention. This may ſerve as one 
example of the intended ule of the vowel points. | 
Having now done Juſtice, 1 hope, to my preſent ; 
argument; equity, I think, calls upon me to aſſure 
my reader, that I do _ intend by the — — 
eee 
abilities, whoſe writings have given offence to ſome 
of the firſt order, who are the preſent governors of 
the pure and found church of England. Such an of- 
ficious vanity is, in my opinion, no way conſiſtent 
with true Chriſtian He wy Many a good cauſe 
hath ſuffered by weak and unſkilful advocates, and 
the beſt, that of the Chriſtian, hath been hurt more 
by indiſcreet friends, unequal to what they have un- 
dertaken, than by the ſtrength or ſtratagems of its 


moſt implacable foes. Let the Chriſtian cauſe there- 


fore ſtand upon its own immoveable foundation of 
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phets and apoſtles, the grand pillars of our faith and 
temple, and let the writings of its profeſſors and de- 


fenders be approved or rejected, as they are built here- 


upon, or are raiſed upon another — — 


ſtitution leſs firm and ſure. Let each author be ac- 


countable for his own perſonal faults and errors, as 
no one ought to anſwer for the ignorance and indiſ- 
cretion of volunteers, who will enter into the ſame 


| ſervice. Fair extracts ſhould be made of exceptiona- 


ble paſſages, and be impartially examined and ani- 
madverted upon, when we fit in judgment, and are 
about to ſentence upon any — performan- 
ces. By their own words particular writers ſhould be 
juſtified, and by their own words condemned,” yo 
ta 


Great hopes were conceived ſome time 


late learned and candid writer would have ſtated and 


anſwered the ſuppoſed errors of ſome late authors. 
But theſe ſuppoſed errors ſtill remain unrefuted, and 


our ſuperiors have hitherto given us no advice or di- 
rection, in theſe points. Hence many will conclude, 
that the opinions, which theſe, writers are charged 
with defending, are not of a dangerous nature or 
tendency, and ſome perhaps will infer, that the ſup- 

ſed errors are no errors at all, but unanſwerable 


truths, built upon an immoveable foundation. 
Irreparable miſchief has been done to the cauſe of 


- Chriſt, by learned Chriſtians forming themſelves in- 


wo particular clans, under different leaders and deno- 
minations ; not unlike the partiſans among the ſchool- 
men in former times. The Scoriſts, Tbomiſis &c. were 


| 2 — 


. 
r 


vile odious diviſions and c 
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as furious againſt each other, as they were againſt 


che common enemy to them all, if not more ſo. Po 
zs needleſs to name the tribes and their chiefs, 1 who 
have diſtinguiſhed themſelves in this church, in our 


own times. Though all theſe j profeſs the ſame 
faith, and are united in the ſame bond of commu- 


mk IC ad fame bois forth, and 


to threaten'our common peac pus. an But the 
unhappy community and its members, where this 
great evil prevails, can have no reaſon to expect a 
better fate, = the authors and encouragers of ſuch 

diſſentions have generally met with, while men's per- 
ſons are held in admiration becauſe of advantage, and 
diſtinctions Are continued, 
by ſome little minds, for the ſake of monopolizing 
thoſe honours and revenues, with which the ſpouſe of 
Chriſt hath been endowed, by pious princes and no- 
ble patrons, for the promotion and encouragement * 
true religion and uſeful learning. Should not the 


principal patrons and truſtees of theſe donations con- 


tinue to apply them to the noble uſes originally intend- 
ed by the givers of them, but ſhould they on the con- 
trary, abuſe and pervert the laudable deſign of them, 
by the gratification of private intereſts and attach- 

ments, our unhappy church would ſoon viſibly de- 
cline, and loſe its ſtrength and beauty. All unfaith- 


ful Rewards likewiſe; who may have been any way 
acceſſory in reducing it to ſuch a ſtate, will hereafter 


be called upon to render a ſtrict account of this great 
truſt, * to the exterit of their reſpective char- 
ges, 
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ges; where much hath been given, there much will 


be required, in this, as well as other inſtances. More 
heavy ſtill, and deſperate will be the caſe of thoſe, 


who to carry on their ir ſelfiſh Anti-chriſtian ſchemes, 
reject the ſervices and aſſiſtance of the moſt able 


hands, and not only diſcountenance and diſcourage 


their labours, but induſtriouſly teach men not to hear 


| ſuch, as would ſhew their brethren a more excellent 
way, pointing out the old paths. Nay farther, inſtead 
of hearing, men are exhorted to avoid ſuch friendly 
ides, and to hold them in as much deteſtation as 
che firſt Hereſiarchs were held in by the primitive 
Chriſtians. But to ſuch I cannot help ſaying, after 
| the way which they call hereſy, I will worſhip the God 
of my fathers. At the ſame time a well-wiſher to 


true Chriſtianity muſt be, ought to be, grieved, when 
he obſerves, that the friends and favourers of the moſt 


unchriſtian doctrines, are notoriouſly the chief objects 


of publick eſteem and applauſe. No ſuperior merit, 


in any reſpef?, hath hitherto appeared to juſtify the 


giving a preference to hee above the orthodox pro- 
feſſors of our holy religion, though endeavours may 


be uſed to make them contemptible for being /ach, 


inſtead of their being regarded or rewarded here as 
good and faithful ſervants. 


The ſuperior clergy, tis hoped, will withhold their 


approbation of ſuch treatment, or rather expreſs an 


abhorrence of it. By-ftanders pay” otherwiſe make 


ſome untoward inferences from obſerving a different 


conduct. And when that happens to be the caſe, it 
| may 
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may be feared, : that the remov h r our ca, 
cannot be at a great diſtance. If men of integri 
candour and ſincerity, would without 
work jointly-in the ee, ben 
_ — have been ole, 
repoſitory, for public uſe, every initial of this optn- _ 
munity would reap the advantage of ſuch a diſinte- | 
reſted common Jabour, and the ſpouſe of Chriſt would 
ſoon appear in an amiable and reſpectable : 
ſuch an eee the acc concurrence muſt not be 
a 


E: pe " 5 * 5 


bid fuch * when the funda 


Chriſtianity, * rr Fan rs of Mr. 


Hutchinſon. 

But, what is Rill-work, theſe falſe TTY and 
ſhameleſs defamers of their brethren, have been for- 
h, to meet with many Chriſtians called 
learned, and ſome deemed orthodox, who are ſo in- 
fatuated, as to believe ſuch ſenſeleſs clamours and vile 
the wy which lie o- 


writer who declares for us, and would be thought our 
friend and ally, deſerves ſurely civil treatment, and is 
to be applauded for the purity and eee of his 
intentions, however he may be diſliked and ſet aide. 


upon 


Ld 


14 
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upon trial, for fl e weakneſs of his judgment. Should ' 
5 the authors or abettors of theſe artifices (contrived to 

of > the articles of our faith) ſucceed, by re- 

preſenting the moſt clear and ftrong defences of our 
religion as the inventions of fanciful men; ſhould 
many oy her ſerious Chriſtians hereby become the dupes 
of Arians, Socinians and Deiſts, what the end of ſuch 
ſeducers and hinderers of God's word will be, is no 

| pleaſing conſideration to a true Chriſtian, who, by 
holding forth the terrors of the Lord, deſires only to 

_ fer ſwade men, and prevent their falling into the ever- 
burning pit of deſtruction. To conclude --- All that 
I would aſk of my fellow-labourers and Chriſtian bre- 
thren, for the fake of Chriſtianity and its true friends, 
is, that they will quiz. themſelves like men and Chriſ- 
tians, by reading and hearing the whole evidence, be- 
fore they aſſent or diſſent in matters of ſuch impor- 
tance, always praying for the aſſiſtance of the holy 
ſpirit, that N may form a right judgment in all 
things. 
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